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reasons—I should like very much that he would 

ield me the floor for explanation, so that I may 
vindicate the principles of the American party. 
[Cries of ‘* Oh, certainly he will!’’} 

Mr. McMULLIN. I am willing to accede to 
the gentleman’s request, and do so with great 
pleasure. 3 ayn 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Oh, let the gentle- 
man from Virginia finish first, and then the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky can go on. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Lest I should be accused 
of occupying the floor improperly, I will not hold 
itlonger. I conclude by saying, that if the gen- 
tleman from Alabama [Mr. Samira] persists imhis 
resolution, | shall propose to modify it before the 
House votes upon it. I do not, however, think 
that resolution meets the wants of the House at 
all, and before taking my seat I will make the 
motion, which I think is the better one, tolay the 
resolution upon the table. 

The CLERK. The Clerk does not understand 
the resolution of the gentleman from Alabama as 
therefore no motien can be 
made to lay it upon the table. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I thought the gentleman 
from Alabama offered it this morning. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Alabama 
stated his resolution; but it was not sent up to 
the desk, and the Clerk did not understand it as 
having been offered. 

Mr. COX. I desire tosay something upon the 
resolution of the gentleman from Alabama, and 
if itis not before the House, I would suggest to 
that gentleman that he now offer it. 

Mr. SMITH. I will present it modified at the 
suggestion of gentlemen whom I have consulted. 
I now offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, (for the informal promotion of business,) That 
this House proceed to the election of two standing com- 
mittees—the Committee of Ways and Means and the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs—upon the following plan: 


The Republican party (votes one hundred and five) shall 
nominate four ; 


The Administration party (votes seventy-four) shall nom- 
inate three ; 

The National American party (votes forty) shall nominate 
two; 

That the said committees shall each elect its chairman 
by a majority vote ; 

That the two chairmen, beginning with the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, shall preside, alter- 
nately, over the deliberations of the House until a Speaker 
shall be elected ; 

_ That the House devote one hour every day to the recep- 
tion and reference of bills and petitions, and the usual 
legislative business; and 

That said committees shall be dissolved upon the election 
of a Speaker, and their business shall pass into the hands 
of the committees appointed by the Speaker. 


Mr. SMITH, of Alabama, obtained the floor. 

Mr. COX also rose and addressed the Clerk. 

_ The CLERK. The gentleman from Alabama 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COX. I thought [ had obtained the floor 
before the resolution was offered by the gentle- 
man from Alabama. I desire to speak upon that 
resolution, and for that purpose I claim the floor. 

The CLERK. The Glerk recognized the gen- 
tleman from Alabama. He has no recollection 
of recognizing the gentleman from Kentucky,and 
he does not know how he obtained the floor, un- 
less by some arrangement made with the gentle- 
man from Virginia. 

Mr. COX. I took the floor after the gentle- 
man from Virginia took his seat, and have not 
yielded it, except for the gentleman to offer his 
resolution. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state that it 
was his understanding that the gentleman from 
Virginia yielded the floor to the gentleman from 
Kentucky, and that after both took their seats, it 
was awarded to the gentleman from Alabama. 
The Clerk has no power in the matter. He 
ee the one he supposed entitled to the 

2 

Mr. COX. I certainly did not mean to cast 
any imputation upon the Clerk of the House. I 
fably wished to state that I had not yielded the 

r. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask if the gen- 

tleman from Virginia did not move to lay the 





| before the House, and therefore the motion to || southern members of Congress. 
| lay on the table could not be made. 





| 





| desire tomake. The request was made upon my || 
partsimply on account of the state of my health, | 
which has been such for several days, and was | 


| 





The gentleman from Alabama has, however, since 
offered his resolution, and it is now regularly be- || 
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resolution upon the table? If so, no one can be 


ane to the floor, for the motion 1s not de- || that that member, upon former occasions, had 
able. 
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] 
The CLERK. The resolution was not then } 


Mr. JONES. Then there was nothing before 
the House? 
The CLERK. There was not at that time. 


fore the House. The gentleman from Kentucky 


states that he obtained the floor and did not yield | 
The Clerk therefore supposes he is entitled | 
| to the floor. 


it. 


The remainder of the debate of to-day has been 
withheld for revision. 


their notes. 


Such was the confusion | 
in the Hall, that the reporters could not trust to || 





[it will be found in the Appendix. } 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 21, 1855. 


The Clerk called the House to order at twelve 
o’clock, m. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || 


Mr. COX, being entitled to the floor, refumed 


his remarks and said: I am much obliged to the || 
House for the kindness manifested to me in || 


allowing me to close to-day the few remarks I 


such yesterday, as to make it scarcely pessible 
for me to finish my remarks. I shall endeavor 
to do so to-day, and as briefly as possible. Be- 
fore I begin this morning to discuss any par- 
ticular question, I will say to gentlemen that I 
do not desire to be considered as wasting the 
time of the Houce. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, (interrupting.) Will the 
gentleman from Kentucky allow me a moment 
for personal explanation before he proceeds with 
his remarks? bands only a moment. 

Mr. COX. It has no reference, I suppose, to 
the discussion I am engaged in? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. None whatever. 

Mr. COX. It will not consume much time? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Only two or three minutes. 

Mr. COX. I yield, then. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Iam much obliged to the 
gentleman. I merely wish to call the attention of 
the House to some remarks in the Congressional 
Globe of this morning, purporting to have been 
uttered by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mc- 
Mocutw.] In alluding to myself, he is reported 
as having said——I see some gentlemen are impa- 
tient. It is a matter of very little importance; 
but I do not wish to be misrepresented, and for 
that reason frankly requested from the gentleman 
from Kentucky the privilege of the floor for the 


purpose of correcting the misrepresentation. The | 


gentleman from Virginia is reported to have said: 

** But when that member (Mr. Grpp1nes] gets up in his 
place, and acts such a part, and makessuch a speech as he 
did the other day, such conduct cannot be allowed to pass 
without condemnation. He declared to this House and to 
the country, that the Government would go into the hands 
of the North, that the Abolition party would elect a Presi- 
dent, and then, that the Union should be, and ought to be, 
dissolved.” 

I do not know whether the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia uttered those words or not; I can only ve | 
that he, or his reporter, has put into my mout 
language which I never used, which I never 
thought of, and which I never expect to think or 
utter. I thank the gentleman from Kentucky for 
the opportunity to make this correction. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I certainly, sir, do not 
understand myself as having said that the mem- 
ber from Ohio threatened the dissolution of the 
Union. I did not desien to be so understood. I 
ae myself as having said, that that member, 
when upon the floor, had said, that when the 
Government of our country should go into the 


hands of the North—when that section should 
| succeed in getting the Senate and the Presidency, 


then that the South, which talks of dissolving the 
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should not dissolve the Uniea. I said 


assumed to himself the right to hold up the lash 
over the southern slaveholders, and over the 


the course of that gentleman 


I did condemn 
I have nothing to 


take back—iot one word; and my constituents 


| 








ginia says I spoke of the 
| of the Government. I did not use that language; 
I never intended to use it; nor did | use it upon 
that occasion. 
| from Virgima, I know no man in this Hall will 
es me to do so any further than to correct a 
pa 


man pleases, before he 
that member mean when 
member will expeet him to reply to me? 
does he mean when he says he will not.reply to 


it for two hours. 


| BRIDGE. 


| from those remarks, and that it ma 


will justify what I said. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. One word more, if the gen- 


| teman from Kentucky will allow. 


Mr. COX. I think the gentlemen are about 


equal, 


Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman from Vir- 


North getting control 
As to replying to the gentleman 


pable misrepresentation. 

Mr. COX. I was about to remark 
Mr. McMULLIN. One word, if the gentle- 
yroceeds. What does 
Ire says he supposes no 


W hat 





language which I use? Does that member sup- 


pose that he is capable of insulting any one? 


[**Order!’’] Order yourself. Lam too well aware 
when I am out of order, But when I am at- 
tacked and assailed, as I have been wantonly, 
by that contemptible member of this House, I 


wil] defend myself. [Cries of ‘* Order, order !’’ 


Rise in your place and raise the question of 


| order, and not sit in your seats and ery ‘* Order !”’ 


when you cannot be known. 

Mr. COX then resumed the floor, and occupied 
In the course of his remarks 
he yielded to many gentlemen for onpeeston 
and interrogatories. His speech, withheld for 


| revision, will be published in the Appendix. 


Mr. PECK. desire to ask the attention of 
the House for a moment, in order to reply to the 
remarks which have fallen from my colleague 
from the third district of Michigan, |Mr. War- 
I understood him to say that in his dis- 
trict, an honorable Senator from Michigan, during 
the last canvass, admitted the right of Congress to 


| legislate upon the subject of slavery in the Terri- 


tories of the United States. I amapprehensive that 
the House may derive some erroneous impression 
inter there- 
from that the Democratic party of the State of 
Michigan carried on that canvass upon the basis of 


|| that position. I rise simply toapprise the House, 
| if such be the inference, that. it will labor under 


a wrong impression. Whatever may be the 


| opinion of that Senator upon that question, he 
will doubtless take occasion to state it in the 
| proper piace and at the proper time; but I desire 
} 





| 
| 


| 


| subject of slavery in the Territories. 
| sition I asserted, and it was maintained through 


| to state for myself, that in conducting the canvass 
| in my own district, | took the position that the 


Congress of the United States had no power, 
either by a direct grant from the Constitution, or 
by implication therefrom, to legislate epee the 

hat po- 


the canvass by all the leading Democratic papers 
throughout the State. All the recognized organs 
of the party maintained the same position, | 

In rékard to other positions I have gy 
now to say. Upon the proper occasion, an 
when it will be less embarrassing to the business 
of the House, I trust I may receive the indul- 
gence of the House to define my position wherein 
I differ from the honorable gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, (J. Grancy Jones,] in the opinion that 
the people of the Territories have no power to 
legislate on the subject of slavery, until they form 
a State constitution. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. We are near the close 
of the third week of the session, without an 
organization. The charge has been made from 
every quarter in this Flouse that the Democratic 
party is responsible for this want of organization. 


| As a member of that party, acting with it, giving 
| to its action here, since the commencement of 
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the session, my hearty and cordial approval, I 
rise to say a word in defense of the rositiON | 
which it occupies before the country, and to jus- | 
tify that position. When the charge is made by | 
those who profess to have a majority in this | 
House, by those whose sentiments are reflected | 
by the senior member from Ohio, [Mr. Gippinés,]} 
and most of whom have been casting their votes | 
for Speaker for the gentleman from Massachu- | 
setts, [Mr. Banxs,]—a party, between whom and | 
the Democratic party, there is no sympathy of | 
feeling, or sentiment, on any question—the only | 
reply 1 feel called upon to make in behalf of the | 
Democratic party is, that we are in the minority. | 
It is a source of gratification to them. They | 
have congratulated the country upon the fact, and | 
surely the minority cannot be held responsible | 
for the want of organization. 
But the charge is made by another political | 
organization in this House, between a portion of | 
whom and the Democratic party there is a sym- | 
pathy of sentiment on the great disturbing ques- | 
tion of the day, which has so deeply moved the | 





public mind of the country, and a more extended || 


reply to the charge coming from them is, per- 
haps, demanded. It has been said repeatedly, 
and it has gone forth to the country, that the 
failure of the national men in this House to unite | 
in the election of a Speaker is attributable to the 
resolution passed by the Democratic caucus 
which nominated the gentleman from Illinois | 
{Mr. pores fg for Speaker; that that resolu- | 
tion has erected a barrier between the Democratic | 
party and those who hold national sentiments | 
upon some subjects in common with the Demo- | 
cratic party; that that barrier cannot be passed 
by them, and, therefore, that we are responsible | 
for the failure of an organization. 

It requires a brief recurrence to the history of 
the past two years, to respond to this charge. 
At the time, sir, when the contest was waging 
and waxing warm in the northern States, when 
all political organizations in the northern States | 
outside of the Democratic party were warring | 
upon it on account of its nationality, when, for 

ears, it had stood firm against those assaults 
From every quarter and from every faction, there 
suddenly sprung up a secret political organiza- 
tion, shown, by subsequent history, to be either 
the offspring or the natural ally of those Free-Soil | 
organizations which had for years warred upon | 
the national principles of the Democratic party. | 
The elections transpired. The friends of these 
national principles in the North, which had been | 
illustrated by the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska | 
bill, and which had been maintained for years | 
by the national Democracy, were stricken down. | 
I need only ask you to cast your eyes over this | 
House, to see who occupy the seats which were | 
filled by those friends of the Constitution, and | 
then to ask you through whose instrumentalit 
were those men driven from this Hall, and their 
places supplied by those who respond to the sen- 
timents of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gip- 
pinas,}] and who are now casting their votes for 
ee for the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Bawks.] It was not the work of the old 
organizations at the North. They were incapa- | 
ble of effecting it. It was effected by those who, 


had before carried in open day, and hid it from 
the light of day; and there conspiring against 
the best interests of this country, and against the 
constitutional rights of that section of it which 
I have the honor in part to represent—combining 
their secret power and influence with the open 
enemies of the Constitution and of the rights 
of the States, were enabled to break down and | 
destroy the power of the national Democratic 
party in the northern States, and to fill these 
seats with the advocates of sectional, fanatical, 


and unconstitutional doctrines. | 
Sir, when the news of these things was carried 
to the South, when the tidings of these results were 
a to the people of my section of the coun- 
try, there was one general expression of regret | 
and mortification among all who could forget | 
their enmities to the Democratic party. If there | 
were any who rejoiced in these results—if there | 
were any whose feelings and views were repre- | 
sented by that portion of the public press of the 
South who heralded not the triumphs of Free- 
Soilism, but the defeat of national Democracy, 





sympathizing with them in Free-Soil sentiments, laration; but being enabled to look a little further 
struck down the banner, so to speak, which they 1 





such were few, I trust, in number. These results, 
however, created a universal feeling through all 
the southern States, that the time had arrived 
when with us there should be but one voice, one 
people, one party, in defense of rights dear to us 
as the Constitution of our country, which were 
now being warred upon by a sectional organiza- 
tion at the North, as indicated by the return of 
members to this House, carrying before it triumph 
and success through the northern and western 


States. All our people felt the time had come | 


vhen we should stand firm and true by those 
men and that party at the North who, by their 
votes and conduct, had proved themselves true 
to the Constitution. There was no man at that 
hour who would have risen before a southern 
constituency and called to the stand northern 
Free-Soilers to prove the want of soundness, and 
nationality, wal true principles, in the men who 
had been sacrificed in defense of their constitu- 
tional rights. Why was the South not united then? 
Why did she not speak but one voice in common 
with those national Democrats who, in times 
past, had stood here in defense of the Constitu- 
tion, and who have stood here a firm and un- 
broken phalanx from the commencement of this 
session down to the present moment? 

Sir, I may not be authorized to speak of what 
occurred in other States; but I will speak in ref- 
erence to what transpired in my own. In the 
-hour in which this sentiment prevailed, there was 
unknown to us—unknown to the Democratic 
party as it now stands organized—a secret polit- 
ical offanization springing up in our own midst; 
and before we were aware of it, a large part of our 
people were bound by solemn oaths and obliga- 
tions to subject their fellow-citizens to a new test 
unknown to the past political history of the coun- 
try, and, as we honestly believed then and now, 
violative of the constitutional rights of man 
good, worthy, and patriotic citizens of this land; 
while the Democracy of my own State stood pre- 
pared to unite with every man, North and South, 
who had stood by the Constitution, seeing that 
this question to which I have alluded had over- 
whelmed all other questions, and had, indeed, 
become the paramount question of the day, as 
illustrated here in three weeks’ partisan debate, 
where there has not been one word said outside 
of this question, save as to the one to which I am 
also alluding. While we occupied this position— 
while we were thus united—while we spoke as 
one man, with one voice and one heart—while 
there was a universal spirit of feeling of sympa- 
thy throughout our land, it breaks upon us—to 
use a homely expression—like a clap of thunder 
from a clear sky, that there exists in our own 
midst a secret political organization, having for 
its object the proscription of Catholics and foreign- 
born citizens; and these new tests are applied to 
test the orthodoxy of every man in our Bate be- 
fore we are permitted to codéperate with them. 
Gentlemen say there was no such test submitted— 
none such to be found in the Philadelphia platform, 
none such to be found in their published declara- 
tion of principles. I know not how it may be in 
other States. In my own, [ looked not merely at 
your Philadelphia platform. I did not content 
myself with inquiring as to your published dec- 


into this matter, I inquired into your oaths and 
obligations, to ascertain what test you intended 
to apply to myself and to those acting with me. 
And that I may be distinctly understood, and 
that my reasons may not be misapprehended for 
the course I have marked out for myself, I beg 
leave to read two or three lines only from those 
oaths taken by a portion, if not by all, of the 
Know Nothing or American party of my own 
State: 7 

* That you will not vote nor give your influence to any 

man for any office in the gift of the people unless he be an 
American-born citizen, in favor of Americans ruling Amer- 
ica, nor ifhe be a Roman Catholic.” 
‘ I leave it to those whose tastes may dictate, to 
inquire into and make the ra whether 
these sentiments are embodied in the Philadelphia 
platform or not. Again, I find an oath in these 
words: 

“ You will, when elected or appointed to an official sta- 
tion, conferring on you the power to do so, remove all for- 
eigners, aliens, or Roman Uatholies from office or place, 
and that you will in no case appoint such to any office or 
place in your gift.” 

These oaths were openly defended and justified 
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by these individuals in the canvass in the Sta 
of Georgia; and when they a plied to me, and t, 
my friends acting with me, this test, we rejected 
it. Who, then, is responsible for the divisi, 
in my own State? Who is responsible for the 
fact that Georgia, _— this floor, does not s ak 
one united voice? I put no test to my friends of 
the American party; I raise no barriers betwee, 
them and myself. They erected them and placeg 
them there, and they are responsible for them 

If gentlemen mean, when they say that this 
et are not in favor of proscription, that the 

ave not taken these oaths and do not jusiif 
them, then I would ask of them what is thetr 
political faith? But if they are the advoeates 
the defenders, or the apologists of these oaths 
then I say to them that the barrier between us js 
deep, wide, and impassable, until by their ow) 
act they remove it. The contest in my State was 
carried on upon the issue formed upon thes 
principles; and the voice of Georgia, in common 
with that of her sister States of this Union, pro. 
nounced against these oaths upon that issue, 

Well, sir, the representatives of the Demp. 
cratic party met in this Hall at the commencement 
of the present session of Congress, and what did 
they do? They placed in nomination for the 
office of Speaker the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Ricwarpson;] and, sir, we have the tesij. 
mony of more than one gentleman upon this floor 
voting against him that there is no personal ob. 
jection to him. 

Mr. BOCOCK, (in his seat.) Nor political, 

Mr. COBB. There may be political objections 
with some. I say, there are no perabana! objec- 
tions to his election. Why, then, can they not 
support him and vote for his election, agreeing, 
as they do, with him upon the great issue in- 
volved in the Nebraska and Kansas bill? Be. 
cause of the resolution adopted by our caucus, 
That resolution extends to our countrymen all 
through this land our heartfelt congratulations 
upon the triumph of the principles of the Ne- 
braska and Kansas bill in many of the recent 
elections. Do our friends desire us to withdraw 
those congratulations? Is there any objection to 
that expression of feeling upon the part of the 
Democratic party in caucus? Does that furnish 
any impediment to the support which a national 
man may desire to give to the nominee of the 
Democratic party? I apprehend not. Certainly 
no such objection can come from any national 
man. 

We also extended our congratulations to our 
countrymen upon the triumph of the principles 
of civil and religious freedom, as antagonistical 
to the principles and doctrines contained in those 
oaths which I have read to you here. Well, if 
you do not approve, justify, and defend the prin- 
ciples embodied in howe oaths, let me ask you 
what is the demand you make at our hands’ 
You yourselves have erected the barrier; we have 
triumphed over it; and because we extend our 
congratulations to our countrymen upon that 
event, you demand that we must take back those 
congratulations. 

Mr. READE. I thought you said you were in 
a minority in this House. at, then, do you 
mean by the triumphs you have achieved? 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman did not understand 
me. “If the balance of the House have so misu- 
derstood me, I have spoken to but little purpose. 
I am speaking of the triumph of the people, i0 
common with the Democratic party, in various 
States of this Union, over a party which carried 
before them the banner of proscription, with oaths 
and obligations in their hands. I never expected 
a triumph in this House. 

Mr. READE. Will the gentleman again allow 
me to ask him what he means by triumph? The 
gentleman says he has triumphed over the Amer- 
ican a did not understand him to meat 
that he had triumphed in this House, but in the 
country. Task, then, what do you mean by tr- 
— In the country, unless you have reference 
to the elections ; and if you have triumphed in the 
elections, why have you not returned a Democrat¢ 
majority in this House against the America! 
party? If you have not done that, how have y! 
triumphed? 

Mr. COBB. 1 will trouble the gentleman from 
North Carolina to work out this problem: Have 
not these principles, of opposition to proseriptio", 
triumphed in the elections that have been held 
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subsequent to the election of 

House? and is it not 
be gentlemen upon this I 
seats in defiance of the public sentiment in the 
districts they profess to represent? Take your 


ssible that there ma 


this their 


oor now holdin 


time; work it out leisurely, and let us know the 
result when you have ascertained it. 

| was alluding to the position which we oceu- 
ied, and to what is demanded of us by our friends. 
¢ these principles, embodied in their oaths and 
obligations, do not bind any Representative on this 
floor connected with the national American or- 
canization, then the. resolution passed by the 
Democratic caucus constitutes no impediment in 
the way of their giving their support to the nomi- 
nee of that party. If they do, however, defend 
and — these principles, then I ask them 
with what justice and with what propriety can 
they call on us to withdraw our congratulations 
to the country, when they refuse to take back the 
obnoxious eet over which the triumph I 
have alluded to has been gained? As desirable 
as the organization of this House may be to the 
Democratic party, as desirable as it may be to a 
jarge majority of the people of the country that 
the organization shall fall into our hands, I say 
frankly and candidly to my friends of the national 
American order, that a Democratic organization 
of this House never will be purchased, with my 
yote, by the sacrifice of the principles involved in 
the resolution passed by the Democratic caucus. 

Three great principles are illustrated, or fore- 
shadowed, by that resolution: the rights of the 
States; freedom of conscience; and the rights of 
the foreign-born citizen. When war ceases by 
the Republican party, as they term themselves, 
on the first principle, and when war ceases on the 
two latter ones by the Amerigan party, it will be 
time then to consider the neceSsity of urging these 
issues longer before the country. When that 
time arrives, we shall not only be in Georgia and 
in the South, but throughout this broad land, one 
eople,expressing one voice and one sentiment. 
Bran man in whose bosom beats a patriotic and 
national heart, would hail such an epoch with 
sincere gratification. I entertain no hope that 
this so-called Republican or Free-Soil party will, 
by any action of theirs, facilitate such a result. 
There are elements in the other organization to 
which an appeal can be made with stronger hopes 
for a patriotic response. Let them remove the 
barriers which their test oaths and proscriptive 
doctrines have erected between them and the 
Democratic party, and the work of consolidating 
the entire national sentiment of the country in 
one party is accomplished. We shall stand a 
firm, united, and invincible phalanx, under the 
proud banner of the national Democracy. 

One objection made to our course is, that the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricuarpson] is the 
nominee of the Democratic party, and we are 
asked to withdraw him and to unite in the election 
ofanother man. In other words, there being no 
personal objection to the eandidate of the Demo- 
cratic party, and there being no political objection 
to him which does not equally apply to every 
member of that party, we are asked to give our 
votes to another candidate. For what purpose? 
There can be but two purposes: one is to aban- 
don the prineiples upon which we have stood—! 
have disposed of that; and the other is to waive 
the Democratic organization. To-day, though 
reduced in numbers on this floor, that party oceu- 
pies before the country perhaps a prouder position 
than it ever did before. My southern friends, do 
you ask me to abandon the Democratic organiza- 
tion in the hour in which, purged of the last F'ree- 
Soil sentiment that disturbed its harmony and 
destroyed its power and usefulness, it is enterin 
‘n & new career of triumph of Democratic an 
constitutional freedom? I cannot respond to your 
request. Believing, as I do in my Soeedh jadg- 
ment, that the best interest of this country, if not 
its Very existence, depends on the preservation 
of the national Democratic party, I will never 
abandon that organization as long as the banner 
which floats over it has inscribed upon its fold the 
principles to which I am in body and mind thor- 
ougnly and unfalteringly devoted now and forever. 

ut, Sir, some representatives of the national 
American party have expressed feelings and sen- 
uments by no manner of means in accordance 
with the feelings and views presented by my 
friend from Alabama, (Mr. Waker,} who 








many members of | opened the debate on this question. My friend 


from Kentucky (Mr. Hompmrey Marsmatt] 


| 


i 


utterly repudiated the idea that we should unite 
and coéperate together in the organization of this | 


House. He has nailed his banner to the mast. 
It is his will to stand or fall byit. Beitso. But 
it is ungenerous for them to quarrel with me 
for a devotion to my banner, when they them- 
selves are prepared to fall or to triumph by their 


own. The honorable gentleman from Kentucky, |) 


his colleague, [Mr. Cox,] invites us not only to | 


abandon our organization and our principles, but 


| to unite with him in the election of the candidate | 


for whom he has cast his vote. 
Mr. COX. The gentleman will pardon me. 


| He is mistaken about my naming any individual 


for whom we shall cast our votes. 


Mr. COBB. 


/a gentleman of the gentleman’s party. 


| 
| 


| 
| 





| the House, but at the proper time 


|; make one remark? 
| on account of the 


| ganization. 


Mr. COX. Certainly it would be. The gen- 
tleman will allow me to say a word in explana- 
tion. I trust that I never was understood as 
inviting the Democratic party to abandon a single 
one of their principles. I never did so, and never 
will. I told the gentlemen on that side of the 
House,that it was impracticable for me, with all 
the southern men of the American party, to elect 


if I desired it, | could carry them with me. I 


I supposed that it would be for | 
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of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and upon the differ 
ences which exist in the Democratic party in re- 
ference to it. 
that time that, although there do exist differences 
|| of opinion 
the great, le 
| bill, there is but one voice and one sentiment 

in the Democratic party. Adopt what theory 
| you please; carry out what views you please, 
entertained by gentlemen of the Democratic party 
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I trust I shall beable to show at 


— abstract points, yet that, on 
ing, practical idea contained in the 


varying from each other, they all come at last to 
the great practical point, that the will of the peo- 
ple of the territory shall control and decide the 
question of*slavery, and that I shall attempt to 
elucidate before this House at the proper time. 


| My object now simply is to speak of the organ- 
| ization and the difficulties attending that organ- 


ization. I have given my own views, and justi- 


| fied my own conduct in reference to the past, and 
I 


it will justify my conduct in the future. [| am 
upon the line which duty and my principles have 


| marked out to me, and I shall continue upon that 


| 


line to the closing scenes of this drama. 
Mr. FOSTER obtained the floor. 
Mr. WHEELER. I would like to ask the 


|| gentleman from Georgia, who has just taken hia 
| seat, a single question. 
a Democrat; but I had no authority to say that, | 


said, however, that a man of that party could be | 


elected if the Democrats would support him. 
They might vote for him under protest. 

Mr. COBB. 1 would rather embody my pro- 
test in my vote. It demands fewer explana- 
tions, and 1s more acceptable to the country. I 


thought that the gentleman asked me to cast my | 


vote for the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
ee he says now for some member of his 
party. I will “— frankly and candidly to the 
gentleman from Kentucky, that if this House 
were never to be organized without it, my vote 


would never be given for the representative ofany | 


party which has inscribed on its banner the 
doctrine of these oaths and obligations; and I 


| Should regret extremely, apart from that consid- 
| eration, to cast my vote for the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania, because, in the act of doing it, 
| there would rise up before me the ghost of the 


murdered Wricut,* who, by that gentleman’s 


constituency, and by his aid and coéperation, was 


stricken down, because he gave his vote for the 


if he had been a member. 
Mr. COX. Will the gentleman from Georgia, 


| Kansas-Nebraska bill, which my friend from | 
| Pennsylvania says he would have voted against, 


as he addresses his remarks to me, allow me to | 


It is this: he declares that, 
roscriptive character of the 
obligations of the American party, he never will 
vote fora member of that party. I leave it to 
the country to determine whether he has pro- 
scribed that party himself, or whether or not they 
are the proscribers. I say that to save my coun- 
try I will take a good man, I care not to what 
party he belongs. [Applause in the galleries. } 
r. COBB. I cannot save my country by 
voting for a man who does not recognize the 


fundamental principles of the Constitution of my | 
It may be but an honest difference of | 


country. 
opinion; and whilst 1 cheerfully yield to others 
the right of entertaining their own opinions in 


| 


their own way, I shall certainly exercise the | 
same right of judging of the best mode of main- | 


taining Wy own. 
indicated both the 
mode by which I shall vindicate them. 


In this case I have sufficiently | 
rinciples I hold, and the | 
The sal- | 


| gentleman's speech. 


Mr. COBB. Ido not wish to interfere with 
the time of my colleague. We all know, from 
what has occurred here, that these questions, 
when propounded, lead to debate, and thus, per- 
haps, half a dozen speches are inserted in one 
I should prefer not to in- 
terfere with my colleague’s time. 

Mr. WHEELER. Well, if the gentleman pre- 
fers not to answer the question, I will not putit. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Will the gentle- 


/ man from Georgia, who has the floor, allow me 


to ask a question of his colleague? 


Mr. WHEELER. What I wanted to know 


| was, if the gentleman from Georgia held the opin- 


10ns he has to-day expressed when he supported 
the Whig party of Georgia? 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to propound one 


question. 


Mr. COBB. I did not hear the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Wueerer.} 

Mr. WHEELER. I would like to ask the 
gentleman if he has not changed his opinions 
since he united with the Whig party of Georgia, 
in opposition to the Democratic party, and was 
elevated by them to offices of trust and profit? 

Mr. COBB. Not in the least. 

Mr. WHEELER. Thatis all. [{Laughter.} 

Mr. COBB. The question propounded by the 
gentleman from New York ewe that he does 
not understand the history of that question; and, 
before he makes a point upon it, I would advise 
him, as a matter of prudence and discretion, to 


| study it. at and cries of ‘* Good.’’] 


Mr. WHEELER. I thank the gentleman for 


his advice; but would it not have “been as well 


| for him to have explained his position when he 


was attacking national men ? 
Mr. COBB. It would not, for the simple rea- 
son, that it needs no explanation with those who 


| understand it, and those who do not understand 


it have no right to expect any. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WHEELER. Very satisfactory. [Much 
laughter. ; 

Mr. COBB. I am very happy that it is so. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to inquire of the 
gentleman from Georgia why he charges the one 
hundred and six gentlemen who have voted for 
the honorable member from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Banks] with entertaining principles adverse to 


vation of the country is not to be secured in that || the Constitution? Is it because we claim the 


ba ‘ 
have not risen to go into a wide discussion of 


be unjustifiable, when from every quarter I heard 


these assaults made upon the Democratic party, | 
_ and that party held responsible for the want of or- | 
c I will not now go into a discussion | 
| of principles outside of those looking to the ques- 


tion of the responsibility for the organization of 


do desire to 
be heard before this 





* Mr. Wright was a member of the last Peg we r 
’ 


| national Democrat, and voted for the Nebraska 


was defeated for reélection by Mr. Futter, the American 
candidate for Speaker. 





| those principles which have been brought before | 
| the House, but I did feel that silence longer would | 





|| of 


ouse upon the principles | 


right ufder the Constitution of our country to 
exclude slavery from the common territory of 
the Government? Is that it? 

Mr. COBB. My reply now will be a very 
short one. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. In other words, does the 
entleman consider what is commonly called the 

ilmot proviso a violation of the Constitution 
the United States? 
Mr. COBB. Whenever I have the floor 
Mr. CAMPBELL. You can have it now. 
Mr. COBB —and the gentleman from Ohio 
sees proper to propound that question to me 
with unlimited control of the floor, to speak as 





|| long as may be necessary to answer his ques- 


'| tion, I will reply with great pleasure. I 
‘that the gentleman has been reading the Con- 


revive 





; 
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gressional Globe containing the debates which 
occurred heretofore. 1 should judge so, at least, 


uestion that I have heretofore answered upon 
this floor. I want no better justification for the | 
position which I have assumed, that a party of | 
gentlemen are warring upon the Constitution 
and rights of the States, than I find in the fact | 
that the sentiments defended by the gentleman 


| 

| 

| 

as he commences his inquiries with the same | 
| 

i 

' 

| 


himself seem to meet with a response upon the | 


— of the gentlemen who are associated with 
iim. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. What gentlemen? 

Mr. COBB. By those with whem the gen- 
tleman has acted from day to day. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. We claim here the right, 


under the Constitution, to exclude slavery from | 


the common Territories of the Government. I 
understand the gentleman to charge, that in this 
respect we violate the principles of the Constitu- 
tion, and I submit to this House and to the coun- 
try, whether, after having made that charge, as 
he has this morning, the question which I put to 
him is not legitimate. 

The nosorable gentleman tells me he perceives 
that I have been reading the Congressional Globe. 
More than that, let me tell him; I have been read- 
ing the Journals of Congress, and I discover 
there that he has an opinion upon this great con- 
slitutional question. I think | 
opinion now. 

Mr. COBB. I entertain no doubt upon the 
subject. Do you want to bring me to my vote 
upon the Oregon bill? ‘ 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not wish to bring 

ou to your vote upon the Oregon bill alone, but 
if you charge me with sectionalism, and a dis- 
position to violate the Constitution of my coun- 
try because I maintain that Congréss has power 
to exclude slavery from the Territories, I am 
prepared to justify myself by the highest au- 
thority known to this Government, and to fortify 
myself by the action, hitherto, of the gentieman 
from Georgia himself. 'The gentleman will allow | 
me to refer him to his past record, so that he may 
be a litthe more guarded in future in making | 
charges against these one hundred and six hon- 
erable members of this House, as being faithless 
to the Constitution; and also, by way of vindi- 
cating the position we intend to maintain. I[ 
have been learning some lessons from the wis- 
dom of the honorable gentleman in past times, 
and I hope we may learn more in future. 

In 1846, there was a question before this body 
of vast consequence to our country. It was the 
annexation of Texas; and pending that proposi- 
tion here, a provision, upon the motion of the | 
honorable Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Dovexas,] | 
was introduced, which I will read. I take it for 
granted that, in that Congress, members, before | 


they voted, were sworn to support the Constitu- | 


tion. This is the proviso: 


* nd in such State or States as shall be formed out of 
said Territory, north of said Missowri compromise line, 


slavery or involuntary servitude (except for crimes) shall be | 


prohibited.” 

Now, Mr. Clerk, I submit to the House and 
to the country that this provision does not sim- 
ply claim for Congress the jurisdiction of this 
question and place the restriction over the Trri- 
tory, but it goes far beyond that. It provides that | 
when the squatters or the sovereigns thereof | 
shall form a State constitution—when they shall 
be ready to come into the Union as an independent | 
sovereignty—they shall not then have the right | 
to tolerate slavery. 


TH 


| to it at the proper time. fleend ready to defend 


am entitled to his | 


| cans; and he would come much nearer to the 
| mark, in fact, than by identifying with the Ameri- 


| to my own satisfaction, and to the satisfaction of 





the 





Now, I do not rise for the purpose of making | 
a speech, by any means, but for the purfose of | 
repelling the gentleman’s assault with his owa 
vote. In the record of that vote, I find from the 
State of Georgia the name of the distinguished 
gentleman whom we have just heard speak re- | 
corded in the affirmative. 





all the leading characteristic principles of that 
organization. But the time has not yet arrived. 
There may be a difficulty in reference to this 
matter of slavery; there may be some trouble 
upon the subject of agitation and silent acquies- 
cence, which the future will remedy. Before I | 
take my seat, however, I will say to the honor- 
able gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Humpnrey 
Marsua.t,] who seems to claim the right to read 
out of that organization every man who will not 
pledge himself against agitation upon this ques- 
tion, that I regard free thought and free discus- 
sion upon all great questions as the vital idea of 
true American independence; and I would rather 
make myself physically his abject slave for life, 
than to enslave my thoughts and yield my right 
as a member of the American Congress to free, 
full, and fair discussion. j 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL, The gen- 
tleman will allow me to say that I do not, to use 
his own elegant and eloquent language, assume 
that gentlemen should come here with padlocks 
upon their mouths, nor do | ask that members | 
of the American party shall not entertain and | 
express what sentiments they choose; but, sir, I | 
speak of the American party as a political or- | 
ganization, and I say I do not recognize any per- 
sons as belonging to that political organization, 
which has published to this country a set of sen- 
timents upon a particular subject, unless those 
persons subscribe to those sentiments. The gen- 
tleman might as well, it seems to me, call all these 
Republicans, Democrats, as c@ll them Ameri- 


can party those who enter this Hall with a set 
of principles which he cannot discuss, which he 
cannot enforce without a violation of that prin- 


| ciple which declares that they are willing to rest 
| upon the laws as they exist, for the purpose of 
| avoiding agitation. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. ‘The views presented 
by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Campsett] in 
respect to my record are perfectly familiar to us. 
He has discussed them often. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. No doubt of it. 

Mr. COBB. I have received assaults in rela- 
tion to that record, and I have defended my action 


my constituents, and I shall in this Congress re- 
peat my defense if it be necessary. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman will now 
understand what I desired to show—that, if we 
propose to violate the Constitution, we have an 
example for doing so. 

Mr. FOSTER. I rise, Mr. Clerk, not witha 
view of making a speech. [I felt inclined, a few 
days ago, to seek the floor, not tomake a speech, 
but to present a proposition by which I supposed 
we would be a 2 to organize the House. Since 
that time I have had no anxiety to get the floor; 
and it wasas far from my expectation this morn- 
ing, when I came into the Hall, that I should be 
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that we have had any demonstration that thereis 


on this floor, a majority in opposition to the prin, 
ciples of that bill. here has it been demop, 
strated? Has the gentleman from Massachusget;, 
[Mr. Banxs,] who represents the anti-Nebrask, 
fecling on this floor, been enabled, as yet, to a. 
a majority of votes? Have you not heard the 
call made, day after day, forall the anti-Nebraska 
men to meet, with a view of 4aking measures tg 
organize the House? And yet they have bec, 
unable to effect an organization. But, if any 
demonstration has been made on this subject, jt 
is that a majority of the House are in favor of 
the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill; tha, 
| is, if we can understand what these principles 
are. And now I come to that point. 
I confess, Mr. Clerk, that one difficulty wix, 
me has been—and it has been maintained her 
to-day—that the Democratic party have put them. 
selves on a measure and not on a great principle, 
Why on a measure? Was it that there wor 
certain tender-footed men who would not com: 
up to the great principle—as we understand it~ 
embraced in that bill? Then if the object wer 
to wash that party of all uncleanness, let them 
lay down the great principle as a principle, and 
call upon every man to stand up, not to a meas. 
ure, but to a principle; that is what we want, 
And, Mr. Clerk, it has been made apparent her 
to-day—I did not bring it wp, but it came up 
on this floor—that the Kansas-Nebraska bil] js 
understood in one place to mean one thing, and 
in another place to mean another thing. And 
when the gentleman asks me to come up and 
meet him on a principle, and stand together in 
the organization of this House, I want it to be 
a principle which speaks the same language in 
Massachusetts as a in Louisiana. I want 
ittospeak the same Tanguage everywhere, all over 
this Union; and if so, I may come up and stand 
with him on that principle. But, Mr. Clerk, | 
did believe, and I take occasion to say here, | 
never had any difficulty in understanding for 
myself what were the principles embraced in the 
Kansas-Nebraska bill. I do not want gentlemen 
to understand me as objecting to the bill, or to 
the verbiage or language of the bill. That isnot 
the objection. I do not care how good the bill 
may be, how well drawn it may be, how well it 
defines itself. It is notaprinciple. There is the 
difficulty. I object to making it a test—not only 
that, but any bill. I object to making a test on 
any measure, because gentlemen can take that 
measure, and may say it means one thing in one 
»lace, and means something else in another place. 
ut when you come to a great principle, then it 
speaks the same languag. in all places, and is 
understood by all men alike; and then you can 
come together face to face, and understand one 
another. And I insist just here, that before gen- 
tlemen get up and read me out because I cannot 
come up to what they insist, they should be clear 
as to what they goon. If they insist on a prin 
ciple, let them ley down that principle in so many 
words, 








to-day on my feet for the purpose of addressin 
use, as anything could possibly be. 
feel, however, called upon to say a few words in 
reply to the speech of my honorable colleague 
[Mr. Coss] abe has just taken his seat; and I 
promise the House tiat I will not be tedious} I 
do not intend to spread out my remarks. 


but to present my views very briefly on some of 
the points made by my colleague. I would pre- 
mise, however, that it did occur to me, from day 
to day, while we were balloting here for presiding 
officer of this House, that we were acting like 
children. ‘There was something asserted on.this 
floor which, I believe, is not true, to wit: “That 
” You have 

heard that declaration made on this 
hey say the Opposition is in the major- 


the Opposition was in the majority. 
frequentl 
floor. 


\|"ity; and why does not the Opposition organize 


have said thus much, not with a view of going || the House? Now I ask the question, opposition 


into debate, for L have heretofore said I shoul 

not do that unless some question arose in which 
my own reputation as a member of this body 
was involved. The charge of sectionalism and | 


i 
i 


' man in this House who casts his vote for the 


to what? Is it to the present Administration ? 
Do I understand gentlemen to assert that every 


nominee of the Democratic party indorses the 


a disposition to violate the Constitution, which | present Administration? Am I so to understand 


I have sworn to support, having been made |) 
inst those with whom I have been acting, I || 


felt bound to vindicate myself thus far, an 
this way. 
As to this matter of Americanism, | will attend 


it? If L am not, then it is not to the Administra- 
tion that we stand in opposition. To what is it, 


in || then, that we stand in opposition? Is it to the 


rinciples embraced in the Kansas-Nebraska bill? 
e itso. Taking that, then, as the test, I deny 


| 
1 am 
not going to argue at length upon any question, 


But again: the gentleman [Mr. Coss, of Geor- 
gia] says that he objects not to the national 
American party going in with his party. And 
be it remarked that the other day a gentleman, 
[Mr. Jones, of Pennsylvania, | defining what was 
meant by the resolution offered and passed in the 
Democratic caucus, said we ought to take no ex- 
ception to that resolution. e was willing (0 
take us—how? You must not only (said he) 
abandon your organization, but come in as Dem- 
ocrats—you must not only abandon the orgai- 
ization you have already joined, but you must 
come in penitent, and with ropes around your 
necks; and then we are willing to accept you 
as Democrats, and to act with you, and then we 
can effect an organization. ell, we object 0 
this. But the gentleman says that is not what he 
means; that is not what the resolution meats. 
We only intended to declare that we could hold 
no communion with men who are in favor of 
civil and religious proscription; and he says 

| that if we are not in favor of civil and religiows 
iption we are not included in that resolt- 


| proseri 
tion. Now what may-have been the object of 


|| these men in adopting that resolution is not for 
| me to say; but, by the language of the resolv- 
|| tion, they not only congratulate themselves and 
| the country upon the triumph of the principles 
| of the Kansas and Nebraska act in divers Stats 
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is the Union, but they go on to congratulate 
themselves upon their triumph over the secret or- 
-anization called the Know Nothing party. They 
- us, then, by name with hol ing Opinions 


charge : rs . 
jostile to civil and religious freedom. The diffi- 
eyity would not have been insurmountable if 


they had not called us by name. But, sir, when 
they call me by name, and tell me that I hold 
doctrines hostile to civil and religious freedom, | 


ask them to take back the charge, or not expect 
me to hold communion with them. They may 


congratulate themselves as much as Oey please 
upon the success of their principles. Nobody 
objects to that. But I doobject to their charging 
me with sentiments that I do not hold. I did | 
not have the honor to meet my colleague upon 
the stump in my district during the last canvass. || 
It might not have been a very great pleasure to 
have met him, but still I should have been happy || 
to have discussed this question with him. 

A Memser. He did not come there, did he? | 

Mr. FOSTER. He was in the district once | 
or twice, I believe. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. It is true I did not 
meet my colleague in his district. I regret that 
I did not meet him, and have the opportunity to | 
ask him a question that I did ask a good many 
of those holding the same political sentiments as | 
he holds, namely: whether he had not subscribed 
to the oaths I just read? I should like to ask 
my colleague that question now. 

Mr. FOSTER. What oaths? 

Mr. COBB. The oaths which I just read to 
the House. 

Mr. FOSTER. I do not recollect what those 
oaths were. For the sake of argument, however, | 
I am willing to admit that the American party do || 
take oaths, obligations, or whatever you may 
please to call them, that embrace in substance || 
what has been read by my colleague; and I || 
assure my colleague that at some suitable time, 
when the House is organized, and has not much || 
elsé on its hands, I shall be willing to discuss | 
with him the question of the propriety of taking | 
such obligations; but not now. [Loud cries of | 
“Call the coh 

Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi, obtained the | 
floor, but yielded it to 

Mr. McMULLIN, who moved that the House 
adjourn. 

Several Voices. 
taken One vote. 

Mr. SAGE and others called for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I understand that the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Bexnerr,] who 
has the floor, desires that the House shalladjourn. | 
As a matter of courtesy to him, I renew the 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia, that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. STANTON demanded the yeas and nays, | 
but they were not ordered—ayes 32, noes 131. 

Mr. STANTON. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHAFFEE 
and Va appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 102, noes 96. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

And ae (at half past three o’clock) 

J 


the House adjourned till to-morrow at twelve 
o'clock, m. 


HOUSE. OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpar, December 22, 1855. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
QUESTION OF ORDER. 

_ The CLERK. The gentleman from Missis- 
Sipp! (Mr. Bennett] is entitled to the floor. 
_ Mr. BENNETT.” Mr. Clerk, I claim the kind 
indulgence of the House while I shall very reluct- 
— attempt to offer a few remarks in relation 
to the questions which have been presented to | 
our consideration. ; 

Mr. WASHBURN »0f Maine. Task the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi to yield to me for a 


| 


|| ican and the Democratic party. 
an opportunity for that purpose, and until l am 
allowed to do so I shall oppose all questions of 
order which shall have for their object the cutting 











| 
| 
| 
| 





Don’t adjourn until we have | 











moment. I wish to say that [ have no pur. 
of inte ng the gentleman in the course of the 
remarks which he is to make; but I do desire to 


give notice that when he shall have concluded his 


Speech, I will raise a question of order. I will 
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now state my question of order. I do not ask | sonal explanation to make. Every man knows 


that the Clerk will now decide it, or that he will | my position. My desire in presenting this reso- 
put it to the House. It is this: That-until the || lution, then, is to restore order here, and for the 


organization of the House by the choice of a | 
Speaker, no debate is in order. 


purpose of confining debate to its legitimate 
sphere. I therefore propose my resolution as a 


A Voice. Under what rule is the question || substitute for the resolution of the gentleman‘ 


raised * 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman from Maine | 
is very clever; after he has had a full opportunity 
of presenting his own views on matters which 
have been brought to the attention of the House, 
he coolly asks an organization without further | 
debate, and without the least chance afforded to | 
other gentlemen who may desire it to explain 
their position. I have been making efforts for | 
several days to obtain the floor, but as yet have | 
been unsuccessful. 


I want to correct the history | 


of some gentlemen in reference to Pennsylvania || 


politics. I desire to set forth what in my judg- 
ment is the comparative positions of the great 

arties of that State on the ibivery; or the Kansas- 
Nebraska question; and toalso refer to the ground 
taken respectively by the members of the Amer- 


| 
| 
| 


off of all further debate. It is not fair to have 
only one half of a subject set before the House. 


Mr. WASHBURN. My friend from Penn- 


| 
| 
i 
| 


from Alabama. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Lunderstand 
that there is no proposition before the House. I 
ask the Clerk iff am not right? 

The CLERK. There is no proposition before 
the House. The resolution presented by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama fell by the adjournment of 
the House. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I then present the following 


|| aS an Original proposition: 


Resolved, That until the organization of the House by the 
election of Speaker, no member shall Occupy more thar 
ten minutes in debate ; nor shall any member speak more 


| than once upon any question before the House, until every 
| member desiring to speak shall have been heard. 


| 


I have not had || also to embody in his proposition another one— 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask’the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi if he will not consent 


| that upon a motion to lay on the table there shall 


|| ment to my resolution. 


sylvania has occupied, I think, as much of the | 


time of the House as I have. It is not my pur- 
pose to interfere with the remarks which the 
gentleman from Mississippi proposes to make, 
but when he shall have concluded, I give notice 
that [ shall raise the question of order which I 
have stated. 

Mr. FLORENCE. My purposeis a charita- 
ble one. I desire to put gentlemen correctly on 
the record. I hope that the question of order, 
when raised, may meet with an adverse decision. 

A Voice. It will be voted down. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I hope so. 

Mr. BENNETT here took the floor, and ad- 


dressed the House in remarks which were with- |! 


held for revision. 
in the Appendix. 

Mr. QUITMAN. 
he takes his seat, to allow me the floor for the 
purpose of presenting the resolution of which I 
gave notice the other day. 

Mr. BENNETT. I will yield tomy colleague 
now for that purpose. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Ihave nowish, Mr. Clerk, 
to stand in the way of any member in this Houso 
who desires to address the House. When I 
asked the floor of my colleague, I did not do it 
with the intention of making any remarks myself, 
but for the purpose of presenting the resolution 
of which I gave notice the other day, in reference 
to the limit of debate, and which then seemed to 
receive favor from the House. [Cries of ** That’s 
right!’’ ** Let’s have it!’’) 

Mr. QUITMAN. I would remark that I am 
informed that the mover of the resolution that is 
now on the Clerk’s table is willing to withdraw 
it.. If not, I will ask the permission of the 


[The speech will be published 


House to offer mine as a substitute for the reso- | 


lution offered by the gentleman from Alabama, 
[Mr. Smrru.]__I present this resolution, not for 


| the purpose of suppressing debate—God forbid ! | 
I am prepared to meet gentlemen upon every 


eens that properly comes before this House. 
come here not to ask of gentlemen of the Op- 
position the suppression of any opinions they 
may entertain, or that their constituents may 
support them in. I come here to meet extreme 
opinions, whatever they may be. Let them be 
uttered—let them go to the world; let us and our 
constituents know what they are, and the extent 
to which they go. 

But, before they are discussed, I desire to see 


momentous questions, upon which the safety | 


and prosperity of the country depends, ma 

be cmdecion with that gartacsiamary dette 
which cannot be expected in the present condi- 
tion of the House. I consider that there are now 
but two proper subjects for discussion by the 
House, in its unorganized condition. One is as 
to the responsibility that must rest upon the re- 
spective parties in the House, and the other, the 
explanation of the positionwhich gentlemen per- 
sonally may occupy. For myself, I have no per- 


|| of the House to sto 


be no debate; so thatit may be within the control 
debate upon any question 


| when the majority vhall desire it? 


Mr. QUITMAN. I accept that as an amend- 


Mr. BRENTON. I ask the gentleman from 


|| Mississippi if he will not consent soto modify his 
|| resolution as to cut off all debate upon any propo- 
| sition? 


Mr. LETCHER. I would inquire if it is de- 


signed that the resolution shall extend back to the 


|| commencement of the session, and cut down all 


| 


i} 


the speeches we have been listening to for the 


| last two weeks, to ten minutes each? [Laughter.]} 


Mr. BRENTON. Does the gentleman from 
Mississippi accept my proposition ? 

Mr. QUITMAN. I cannot. 

‘The question was then taken; and the resolu- 


|| tion, as modified, was adopted. 


Mr. STANTON. Ido not propose to occupy 


\| the ten minutes to which I am entitled under the 





| 


\| You, sir, called the roll. 
this House organized, thatthe debate upon these | 


\\ resolution which the House has just adopted. 
I ask my colleague, before || 


The CLERK. The Clerk must interrupt the 
gentleman from Ohio. The gentleman from Mis- 
| sissippi [Mr. Bennett] was upon the floor, and 


|| only yielded it for the purpose of allowing the 


| resolution which has just been adopted, to be 
| presented. The gentleman from Mississippi is 


|| therefore entitled to the floor if he desires further 
|| to continue his remarks, 


| Mr. BENNETT at this point made some fur- 
| ther remarks, which he has withheld for revision, 
and which will appear in the Appendix. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Clerk, 1 do not rise for 
the purpose of oceupying the ten minutes which 
I am allotted under the rule. 1 believe that there 
has already been too much debate; I believe that 
its continuance can in no way be useful to the 
House; and I therefore rise for the purpose of 
offering a resolution which seems to me to furnish 
the only practicable means of securing an organi- 
zation. In offering the resolution I put myself 
on the precedent of 1849, when a similar con- 
dition of things existed, and when the House 
was organized by the election of a Speaker by a 
plurality vote. I apprehend that there will be no 
difficulty about the constitutional question. I 
apprehend there will be no -difficulty about the 
power of the House. 

The Constitution provides that the House 
shall choose a Speaker, and it authorizes the 
House to make rules and regulations for the gov- 
ernment of its proceedings. This House m its 
preserit condition is a House within the meaning 
of the constitutional provision. It has been so 
recognized from the day we met till this time, 

The gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jones] moved that the House 





proceed viva voce to clect a Speaker. When the 


|| proper time arrived, it was moved that the House 


adjourn. The House met, and your minutes 
recited that the House had done this, that, and the 
other, and that the House met pursuant to ad- 
journment. I say, therefore, that in the minutes 
of the proceedings, in common parlance, and by 
every rule of constraction, this House is a 
House, and competent to adopt rules and regula- 
tions prior to the eleetion of a Speaker, and it 1s 


|| just as competent to make a regulation that a 
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plurality shall govern, as it is to adopt a rule that 
the election shall be viva voce. 

Further, sir, the Constitution also provides that 
Representatives shall be chosen to the Congress 
of the United States, and the mode of choosing 
such Representatives may be prescribed by Con- 
gress or by the State Legislatures. Now, sir, a 
aw passed by a State Legislature, or by this 
Congress, for the election of members, 1s no more 
a law than a rule of this House is a law to this 
body. No man ever questioned that a law might 
be passed authorizing a plurality to elect mem- 
bers of Congress. Rules of the House, passed 
in pursuance of the power conferred by the Con- 
stitution, are precisely as much laws for the 
government of this House as those are for the 
election of members. The same construction 
which authorizes members to be elected by a 
plurality gives us a right to pass a law or a rule 
that a plurality shall elect a Speaker. 

But, sir, there is another point. I apprehend 
that there is no gentleman sam this floor who 
would vote to elect by a plurality who would not 
fee] himself bound in honor, whether it resulted 
in the election of his choice or not, to vote for a 
resolution declaring the person having the plu- 
rality, Speaker of this House, although I believe 
that to be entirely unnecessary. Bane poesly 
aware that there is a great variety of opinion 
upon both sides of the House sancklon the pro- 
priety of the passage of this resolution, and that 
no good can arise from debating it, I shall ask 
the previous question on its passage; and I de- 
mand the yeas and nays upon the previous ques- 
tion, There can be no trouble about the question 
of order, because, by the parliamentary law, 
every deliberative body, when it assembles, has 
a right to stop debate by the previous question. 
I now demand the previous question on the 
passage of the resolution; and I ask the yeas and 
nays upon the previous question. 

r. PHELPS. I move to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 
upon that motion. 
tion.”’ 

The Clerk read the resolution, which is as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the House will now proceed to vote 
viva voce for a Speaker of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, and 
the member having the highest number of votes, provided 
it be a majority of a quorum, shall be declared to be elected 
Speaker. ; 

Mr. STANTON. I take it that, in the absence 
of rules, no motion to amend or lay on the table 
can be made after the previous question has been 
demanded. { 

The CLERK. A motion to lay on the table 
seems to be in order under the parliamentary law. 

Mr. HOUSTON. We recognize it in the res- 
olution limiting debate. 

The CLERK. The resolution adopted to-day 
recognizes such a motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 107, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Henry 
8. Bennett, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Broom, Burnett, Cad - 
walader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Ba Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. 

, Cox, C , Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, H. Winter 
Davis, Denver, wdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, Eng- 
hsh, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, 
Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
‘Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, 
Houston, Je Ww. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, 
Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lump- 
kin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 
8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Millward, Moore, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Paine, 
Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Pringle, Puryear, Quitman, 
— Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, 

ndiige Savage, Scott, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. 
Suwith, Williaa Smith, Witten, ¥ Sunithy’ Sneed, Ste- 

ns, Stewart, Swope, Tal ippe, Underw ail, 
Vit ‘Walker, Warner, Watkins, ‘Wells Wheeler, t- 
% Winslow, John V. Wright, and Zolticofter—114. 
AYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison |, Banks, Barbour, 
Binont Hienry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst Bingham, 
‘Bliss, w, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, 

James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Cam , Chaffee, 
Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, ,» Cum- 
. Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Dik 
eee a Ty 
w, rt B. 
H ‘ lloway, Thor R. Horton, Valentine B. 

orton, Howard, oe elsey, King, a 
Knowhon, Knox i ace, Matteson, McCarty 


ter, M ; 
Meacham, Killian Miller, M » Morrill, Mott, Murray, 


I demand the yeas and nays 
[Cries of ‘* Read the resolu- 


i 


, 


Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, 
| Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Purviance, Ritchie, Rob- 
| bins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- 
| ton, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wal- 
| dron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Watson, Weich, Williams, Wood, Wood- 
ruff, and Woodworth—107. 
So the resolution was ordered to lie upon the 
table. 
Pending the call of the roll, the following pro- 
| ceedings took place: 
Mr. BARCLAY. I have a word to say before 
I give my vote. I will state to the House that I 
| do not approve of the principle of that resolution; 
| but inasmuch as we have been balloting here for 
three weeks without any hope of an organization, 
_and as it appears to me that we must ultimately 
| adopt the plurality system, and believing, as I do, 
|that the responsibility should rest upon those 
| gentlemen who throw their votes away, I desire 
| to cast that responsibility upon them, and there- 
| fore vote against laying the resolution on the table. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am opposed to 
| the adoption of this resolution; but in order to 
/enable its friends to bring it to a direct vote, I 
| shall vote ** no’? upon this motion, although, upon 
/a direct vote, I should vote against the resolution, 
| for reasons which I shall be ready to give at the 
| proper time. 
Mr. FLORENCE. If it be in order, I move 
| to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
| was laid upon the table, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 
The CLERK. The Clerk thinks it is not in 
| order. The Clerk begs leave to state that there 
| is now no proposition before the House. [Cries 
of * Call the rde!??] 
| Mr. SAPP. I move the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution : 








| Resolved, That from and after this day the House shall 
| meet at ten o’clock, a. m., until the election of a Speaker 
| is effected. 


Upon that resolution I demand the yeas and 


nays. 

The eas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PLORENC i. I move to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 

Several Mempers. Oh no; vote on it directly. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Very well; I withdraw the 
motion. I only want to vote against it. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I would inquire wheth- 
er, if that resolution be adopted, we shall be 
| compelled to come here to-morrow? [Cries of 
| ** No, no!’’] 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Sapp’s 
resolution, and it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 109, nays 111; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H 
Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Crawford, Cumback, 
Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt. Dick, Dick- 
son, Dodd, Dunn, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Flagler, 
Galioway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Harrison, Holloway, 
| Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, 
Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Moore, 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Parker, 
Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Porter, 
Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Reade, Robbins, Roberts, Sa- 
bin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Stewart, Stranahan, Swope, Tappan, Thorington, 
Todd, Trafton, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wal- 
dron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and 
Woodworth—109. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Broom, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Bayard Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Comins, Cox, Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter 
Davis Denver, Dowdell, Durfee, Edmundson, Elliott, Eng- 
lish, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. 
Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Au- 

ustus Hall, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, 

ampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven,.Herbert, 
Hoffman, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, 
Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Samuel 8. Marshall Maxwell, McMullin, stots, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai 
Oliver, Orr, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ready, 
Ricaud, Richardson, Rivers Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge mavens, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Sneed, Sapnene Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, 
Tyippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, arner, Watkins. 
Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Winslow, John V. Wright, and 
Zollicoffer—111. 


So the resolution was rejected. 


Pending the call of the roll— 
Mr. FLORENCE said: Before I cast my vote 
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to justify myself before my constituents, in or, 
that they may not have the impression that | , : 
nota very industrious member, because the whole 
House will bear evidence of that fact. (Shouts , 
of ‘*Order!”’] Oh, very well; call on. | oo 
wait. [Laughter.] I am a very patient man ts 
well as a very industrious one. I have q very 
large correspondertce, and have a good deal cf 
business to do at the Departments. I do no 
desire to reflect upon <r connected with 
any of the Departmants of the Government, hy, 
every other gentleman of this House, who has 
had any experience here, knows that it is ye 
difficult to have interviews with any gentleman q 
the head of Departments before ten o’clock jn thy 
morning. Now, the business there is quite as 
important to my constituents as the legislation 
here, and a little more important than what has 
been occurring here for three weeks. I desire ¢, 
fulfill all my duties, both at the Departments anq 
here, and therefore I do not intend to vote fo, 
that resolution, not because I am not disposed ty 
come here early in the morning, but because | 
cannot come—business calling me elsewhers. | 
vote **no.”” 

Mr. PECK also said: I desire to remark, pr. 
vious to recording my vote, that I am in the sam 
category with the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Frorence.] I am willing to sit here ag 
long as any member of this House. I will sit 
all night, or from twelve o’clock, m., until twelye 
o’clock at midnight, to assist in the organization 
of this House; ‘but, sir, my constituency have 
imposed — me duties other than those which 
are to be discharged upon this floor, and since | 
have been here T have not found the first day 
when it has not been absolutely necessary forme 
to consume the entire morning, up to the time of 
the meeting of this House, in the performance of 
these duties. I therefore cast my vote in the 
negative. ; 

r. SEWARD also: I think I could come to 
a more correct conclusion on the subject before 
the House by taking the fresh air in the morning, 
than I could oe being dragged up here at the early 
hour of ten o’clock, and getting my feelings ex- 
cited at so early an hour of the day; but the 
main reason for giving my vote against this 
resolution is, that I am opposed to it anyhow. 
ae 

Mr. PERRY. I rise for the purpose of offer- 
ing a resolution which I think, if adopted, will 
result in the speedy organization of this House. 
The House has, to-day, determined that they 
will not elect a Speaker by a plurality vote, con- 
sequently we are held tothe old method of voting, 
according to the majority rule. There has been, 
fora few days past, considerable debate in this 
House, and I, asa member of this House, am 
perfectly willing that the debate should proceed, 
and that every gentleman who found it necessary 
to explain to his constituents and to the country 
his position, should have the opportunity to do 
so afforded him. With the permission of the 
House I will read my resolution: 

Resolved, That this House will now proceed to the elec: 
tion of a Speaker viva voce, and shall continue to vote until 
an election is effected; and from and after this day no de- 


bate upon this or any other question incidentally growing 
out of this question shall be in order. 


Upon that resolution I demand the yeas and 


nays. 

The eas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McMULLI . I move to lay the resolu- 
tion upon the tabje. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. According to that 
resolution we are to continue to vote until an 
election is made, and that will keep us here day 
and niger. 

Mr. TODD. I call for the yeas and nays =e 
the motion to lay the resolution upon the table. 

The ion and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ORR. I would inquire of the mover of 
the resolution, whether he designs by it to force 
us to continue in session, without adjournment, 
until the election of a Speaker is effected? 

Mr. PERRY. _ I will modify my resolution 10 
order to meet objections, by adding the words, 
** except to adjourn.” 

Mr. ALEXANDER K.MARSHALL That 
amendment simply provides that debate may be 
had 8: & motion to adjourn, and does not meet 
the objection. The objection is that the resolu- 
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tion requires - to continue in session until an 
jection is had. 

election is BOA? “Well, I withdraw the amend-| 
aent, and present the naked original resolution. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move toamend the resolu- 
tion by adding, *‘ unless some member desires to 
be heard.”” {Laughter.] ; 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to amend the res- 
olution so that it shall read, ‘from and after 
this day no debate shall be in order until a 
Speaker be elected.”’ 

Mr. PERRY. I accept of the gentleman’s 
modification, and I move the yeas and nays 
upon the substitute. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 


order. 





the resolution upon the table? 
Mr. KEITT. Iw 
to the resolution, if it be in order. 
The CLERK thinks an amendment is out of 


I rise to a question of | 
Is it in order to move and accept an | 
amendment while a motion is pending to lay 


. | 
I wish to offer an amendment | 








order, inasmuch as the yeas and nays have been | 
ordered upon a motion to lay the resolution upon | 


the table. , 
"Mr. HOUSTON. This is not the resolution 


upon which the yeas and nays have been or- | 


dered. The resolution now before the House is 


a substitute for the resolution offered by the gen- | 


tleman from Maine, [Mr. Perry.] 
The CLERK. The resolution was offered as 
a modification, and the gentleman from Maine 


accepted it as a modification. The yeas and nays | 


have been ordered upon the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, to lay the resolution of the 
gentleman from Maine upon the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


his resolution so that { might offer mine ? 

Mr. PERRY. 
olution as an amendment to mine. 

Mr. KEITT. But the trouble is, it is not an 
amendment, but a substitute. 

Mr. SEWARD. [rise to a question of priv- 
ilege. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. WADE. Upon that I ask for the yeas 
and nays. ‘ 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. By general request I with- 
draw the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. KEITT. I again inquire of the Chair, 
whether an amendment be not in order? 
understand the question, the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Perry] accepted the resolution of- 
fered by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Suer- 
MAN.|] It was not offered as an amendment, but 
as a substitute for the resolution of the gentleman 
from Maine, and takes the place of the original 
resolution. As such it was accepted by the gentle- 
man from Maine. If that be so, then I inquire 
whether or not the resolution now before the 
House is not as much subject to amendment as 
was the original resolution presented by the gen- 
tleman from Maine? 


The CLERK. The Clerk thinks, that as this | 


resolution is substantially the same as the original 
one, and accepted as an amendment by the gen- 
tleman from Maine, and a motion having been 
made to lay it upon the table, upon which the 
yeas and nays have been ordered, no amend, 
ment is now in order; but the Clerk may have 
made a mistake in so deciding, and submits the 
question to the House. 

Mr.HOUSTON. Ifthegentieman from Maine 
withdrew his resolution, then it might well be in 
order to amend the pending resolution, for it then 
stands as an original resolution. There is no 
amendment to an amendment pending, and there- 
fore an amendment is in order, or will be, if my 
friend from Virginia will withdraw his motion to 
lay upon the table. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I withdraw the motion to 
lay upon the table. 

r. TODD. Can the resolution be amended 
after the b and nays have been ordered upon it? 

The CLERK. It can. 

Mr. KEITT. I am reluctant to throw an 
obstacle in the way of the organization of this 
House. I apprehend, however, that it is the 
Opinion of most members here, that a oony 
organization of this House is impracticable. I 
take it that the action of the House will be expur- 
gated by debate, or some outside influence. The 
resolution, then, which I am about to offer is, 
that after to-day or Monday—and to me it is 





would inquire of the | 
gentleman from Maine, if he did not withdraw | 


I accepted the gentleman’s res- | 


As 1 | 





quite immaterial which—all ballots for Speaker 
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be suspended until the 3d day of January next. 
I propose to amend the amendment in that way. 
If the House of Representatives should so far 
organize to-day or Monday as to elect a Speaker, 
nothing more can be done than to go on and per- 
fect the organization by the election of other | 
officers. 
Senate has already left the city, and, there not | 


being a quorum of the Senate here, it is impos- | 
sible for us, even if we organize, to have the | 


President’s message. If this be true, as I see it 


stated, that there will be no organization of the | 
Senate, or, in other words, no quorum of the || 


Senate, until after the 2d of January, then I ap- 
prehend there can be nothing effected by our ac- 
tion between now and then, unless to continue 
balloting for Speaker, and, if we succeed in the 
election of a Speaker, to go on and elect other 
officers of this body. And then the question 
arises, is it likely that between now and the 3d 
of January we will be able to elect a Speaker? 
I have no objection that the House should meet 
Just as often and sit just as long as it please. If 
it desire to expurgate itself by debate, it might 
as well be done in this way as not; and perhaps 
it is better than any other way. It is said that 
the public looks anxiously for the President’s 
message. That may be so, but I do not see 
that any good can be effected. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Willthe gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Kerrr] allow me to make a sug- 
gestion to him? 

Mr. KEITT. Certainly. 

Mr. BOCOCK. With the consent of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, I will make this 
suggestion. I know that itis the desire of that 
gentleman, and of almosteverybody inthis Hall, 
that we may act knowingly in regard to this mat- 
ter; that we should not place ourselves in a posi- 
tion where we could be surprised; that we may 
not commit a mistake of which advantage could 
be taken. 

Now, the question which arises on the amend- 

ment offered by the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, and which I submit to the consideration of 
that gentleman himself, and to the consideration 
of the House, is this: We are acting without 
rules. The Clerk knows that, under the rules 
of the House of Representatives, a motion to re- 
consider a proposition is only in order on the 
day the proposition is adopted, or on the next 
day thereafter; but that is an infringement on 
the ordinary parliamentary law. We are now 
acting under the ordinary parliamentary law, and 
not under the rules of the House of Ripscent 
atives; and, sir, I take it that, under that ordi- 
nary parliamentary law, it is in order to recon- 
sider a proposition on any day; and should the 
aes ncer of the gentleman from South Caro- 
ina be adopted to-day, a member might on any 
day between this and the 3d of January move to 
reconsider it, when there might not be a majority 
here in favor of it. Thus, the proposition might 
be reconsidered and rescinded, and the House 
might proceed to ballot foraSpeaker. We ought 
to act understandingly in this matter; and I there- 
fore throw out the suggestion in order that the 
gentleman from South Carolina and the House 
may consider it. 

Mr. KEITT. I am obliged to the gentleman 
from Virginia for his suggestion. 1, too, wish 
to act understandingly. I am not disposed to 
question the correctness of the gentleman’s prop- 
osition, that a majority of the body may, at any 
future time, rescind the action of a previous day. 
[ go still further. I donot apprehend, according 
to parliamentary law, or to constitutional law, 
that we are confined to a former action of this 
body. I donot mean to say that, if we adopt the 
resolution to suspend balloting until the 3d of 
January, that resolution may not be revised and 
reversed by a majority of the body at any time; 
but what Ido mean to say is this, that if a ma- 
jority of this body had adopted the resolution, a 
majority would be required to revise and rescind 
it; and whoever in this body would vote for it 
to-day or Monday, and would afterwards—when 
on the faith of that vote members might be absent— 
move or vote torescind it, would be base, hireling, 
and infamous [cries of ‘‘ good !’’) and the brand of 
public eyes would stand hissing hot upon him. 
And it is because I will confide in the good faith 
of members—it is because I will not, without the 





As I understand, a majority of the || 


_ 





| exigency itself having arisen, charge any man 
| with such a gross and infamous violation of good 

| faith, that I shall be prepared to act on the adop- 
| tion of the resolution or amendment which I have 
| offered. Any man who would take back his vote 
| on this subject, and vote to rescind the proposi- 
| tion, would be base and infamous. 

It as true, then, sir, that parliamentary usage 
or constitutional regulations would not prevent, 
but good faith will prevent,such a thing taking 
place, and I am prepared at this time to stand 
|| on good faith. 

I have now said all that I mean to say on this 
subject. I have no personal interest in the mat- 
|| ter, for I can go as well without as with the pas- 
|| sage of this resolution. I am willing, however, 
| to disentangle the House as far as I can conduce 
| to doing so. I offered the amendment in good 

faith; but, in deference to my friend from Vir- 

ginia, [Mr. Bocock,] I now move to lay the 

whole matter on the table. 
|| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I suggest that 
| the amendment of the gentleman from South Car- 
|| olina [Mr. Kertr] is not in order. It has no 
| connection with the original proposition of the 
| gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Peser,) as modi- 
fied by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Suzrman.} 
[Cries of ** Read the amendment.’’} 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks the amend- 

i (Cries of ** Read it.’’} 





; ment in order. 
The amendment was again reported. 
Mr.SHERMAN. I desire tomake astatement. 
TheCLERK. ‘There is a motion to lay onthe 

table, and, of course, debate is not in cohen 

||_ Mr. SHERMAN. I rise to a point of order. 

| We have no power under the Constitution to 

adjourn until the 3d of January next. The first 
law which regulates the proceedings of Congress 
directs that the first business in order shall be the 
election of Speaker to this House; and this propo- 
sition before the House is practically one to post- 
pone the first business of the House. 

Mr. KEITT. My amendment is not that the 
House shall stand adjourned until the 3d of Janu- 
ary, but simply that the balloting for Speaker 
shall be sus ented until that time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Butif the gentleman from 
| South Carolina will reflect a moment, he will see 
that the effect of his proposition is, if adopted, to 
| adjourn the only business that we can transact 
| for a longer period of time than the Constitution 
| allows. I know that by passing this resolution 
| we do not adjourn the House, but for what pur- 
} 
| 














pose do we meet here next week? 

Mr. KEITT. To debate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘To debate what? What 
have we a right to debate? I say, Mr. Clerk, that 
no business actually can be transacted in this 
House except the election of a Speaker, because 
the law of Congress directs that all other business 
shall follow that of the election of Speaker. ‘That 
is the first and only business that we can do; and 
we cannot make any such order except in viola- 
tion of the law of Congress. We cannot post- 
pone this first act of our organization until the 
3d of January, because the Constitution will not 
allow an adjournment for ten days, which this 
would practically be 

Mr. TODD. I ask whether the motion to la 
on the table cannot be divided? If so, I shall 
move to lay the amendnfent on the table. I am 
in favor of the first resolution as modified by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Surrman,] and I am 
opposed to the amendment of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Kerrr.}] I therefore desire 
that there shall be a division of the question, in 
order that we may vote according to our disposi- 
tions. 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that the mo- 
tion cannot be divided. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] offers his reso- 
latjon in the regular form as read by the Clerk. 
The gentleman from South Carolina {Mr. Kerrr} 
offers his amendment. Now the point I wish to 
| make is this —— 

Coes of ** Order !”’ 

r. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. Have we 
not, Mr. Clerk, established a rule this morning, 
that a motion to lay on the table is not debatable? 

The CLERK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MARSHALL. And is not that the mo- 
tion now pending? 
| The CLERK. That is the motion now pend- 
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ing, but the gentleman from Ohio [ ; 
MAN] rose to a question of order. The motion 
now before the eas is to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. My point is, that the 
the gentleman from Ohio having offered his reso- 
lution, and the gentleman from South Carolina 
{[Mr. Keirr] having proposed his amendment, 
which amendment was not accepted by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, the first question to be taken 
is upon the adoption of the amendment. I ask 
the yeas and nays upon the amendment of the 
gentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. LETCHER. Why, is not there a motion 
to lay all upon the table? 

The CLERK. The gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Kerrr] moved to lay the resolu- 
tion and amendment upon the table; that motion 
will, therefore, take precedence of the motion to 
amend. ‘The question now before the House is 
the motion to lay on the table. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I understood the motion | 


to lay on the table to have been withdrawn, and 

the amendment then io have been submitted. 
The CLERK. That was true, but the gentle- 

man from South Carolina [Mr. Kerrr] then re- 


newed the motion to lay the resolutionand amend- || 


ment on the table. 
Mr. ENGLISH. 
if the motion to lay on the table is voted down, 
and the amendment of the gentleman from South 
Carolina also voted down, [ shall move an amend- 
ment. I send itu 
that it may be read. 
object to it. 
everal Members. 


Read it! Read it! 


: ; 
I wish to give notice that, 


to the Clerk’s desk, and ask | 
I presume no member will | 


The CLERK read the amendment, as follows: | 


And that no member be allowed to indulge in the use of 


meat, drink, fire, or other refreshmentg, gas-light and water | 


only excepted, until an election of Speaker shail be ef- 
fected. 


The CLERK. The question is upon laying the | 


resolution and amendment upon the table. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. KEITT. I wish merely to announce that, 
as the resolution I understand is incompatible 
with my proposition, I shall vote to lay it upon 
the table, and present my amendment, perhaps 
afterwards, as an independent proposition. 

‘The question was then taken upon the motion 
to lay on the table, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 103, nays 113; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Aiken, Allen, Ball, Barclay, Barksdale, 
Bell, Henry Bennett, Henry 8S. Bennett, Bocock, Boyce, 


Brooks, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson 


R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, | 


I demand the yeasand nays | 





Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Etheridge, | 


Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Henry*M. Fuller, 
Thomas J, D. Fuller Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, 


J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Har- | 


ris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, George 


W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Leiter, | 


Leteher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Moore, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Paine, Peck, 
Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, 
Ricaud, Richardson, Ruffin, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Sam- 
uel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, 
Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, 
Warner, Watkins, Wells, Whitney, Winslow, and Jobn V. 


ea a 
NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Ajlison, Barbour, Benson, Bil- | 


linghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buf- 
fington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Camp- 


bell, Carlile, Chaffee, Bayard Clark, Ezra Clark, Claw- 


son, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, || 


H. Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, 
Magier, Foster, Galloway, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert 
R. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine 
B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Kuox, Lake, Hangin Marshall, 
Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purviance Ritchie, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Rust, 
Sabin, Sage, Sand » Seam, Sodtte Sherman, Simmons, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan core Thorington, 'TYurs- 
ton, Todd, Trafton, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Wash: 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wheeler, Wood, 
Woodraft, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—113. 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

The question then recurred upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. Kerrr. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move that the House do 
now ad i 

Mr. WADE. 


I demand th and 
upon the motion. pia ns i. 
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I hope the gentleman from North 
Carolina will withdraw the motion to adjourn, 
and allow us to vote on the resolution. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Very well; I will with- 
draw it until the vote has been taken. 


| 


The question again recurred on the amendment | 


of Mr. Kerrr. 
Mr. BILLINGHURST. 


lina on the table. 
Several Mempers. You cannot do that. : 
Mr. BILLINGHURST. I thought it was in 


order to move to lay the amendment on the table, 


and that it carried the original resolution with it. | 


The CLERK. The motion is not in order. 
The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 


The question then recurred on the adoption of | 


the origmal resolution, " 
Mr. ORR. I move now to lay the resolution 


| upon the table. 








| down. 


Mr. KELLY. 

The CLERK. It is in order. 

Mr. KELLY. Will not that motion carry all 
the other resolutions with it? 

The CLERK. What other resolutions does 
the gentleman refer to? 

Mr. KELLY. The-resolution of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina for one. 

The CLERK. That has been already voted 
The only proposition now before the 
House is the resolution offered by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, and a motion to lay that on the 
table is in order. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I demand the yeas 
and nays upon the motion to lay on the table. 

The yeas and@ays were ordered. 

Mr. KEITT. This is a gag law, is it not? 

Mr. BENSON. Not in the least. Nothing 


Is that motion in order? 


|| of the kind. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Is it in order to submit 


| aremark upon the motion? 


The CLERK. It is not, under the order of 
the House adopted this morning. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, sir, I desire to sa 
to the House [Loud calls to ‘*Order!’”?] Well, 
sir, I will make a speech that is in order. I move 
that this House do now adjourn; and upon that 
motion I demand tellers. 

Tellers wege ordered, and Messrs. McMutim 
and Mittwarp appointed. 

The question was being taken, when 

Mr. McMULLIN said: At the request of sev- 
eral gentlemen who desire to accomplish another 
object before the adjournment, I will withdraw 
my motion for the present, though I will renew 
it presently. [Loud cries of ‘*Too late!’’] 

r. CARLILE. I submit that it is not too 
late. The question has already been decided by 
the Clerk, that any member has the right to with- 
draw his own proposition before the House have 
taken a vote upon it, and the negative side of the 
question has not been counted. 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that, as gen- 
tlemen seem to require that the vote shall be taken, 
the count had better go on. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn; the tellers having reported—ayes 60, 
noes 105. [Loud cries of ‘Call the roll!’ ** Letus 
adjourn over!’’ ‘* Read the proposition before the 
House !’’} 

Mr. CARLILE. I move, Mr. Clerk, that 
when the’House adjourns to-day, it be tomeet on 
Wednesday next. [Cries of ‘‘No!’? ‘Vote it 
down !”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the 
yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn over. 

A Voice. Is the motion to adjourn over in 
order? 

Mr. CARLILE. A motion to fix the day to 
which the House shall adjourn is always in 
order. It is a privileged motion. Now, Mr. 
Clerk, I a to this House——[Cries of 
‘*Order! The motion is not debatable !”*] 

The CLERK. It is always in order to sub- 
mit a motion fixing the day to which the House 
shall adjourn; but the motion is not debatable. 
The motion is a privileged one. 

Mr. CARLILE. I understand that the motion 
is debatable. However, I will waive the point. 

The CLERK. The yeas and nays have been 
demanded. Those in favor of ordering the yeas 
and nays will rise. 

Twenty-two members rose. 





I move to lay the | 
amendment of the gentleman from South Caro- 
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The CLERK. There is not a sufficient num. 
ber up. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I demand tellers on the yeas 
and Aays. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Messrs. Norroy ang 
Epmunpsow were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the yeas and nays 
were ordered, the tellers having reported—g 
51; more than one fifth of those present. 

The question was taken on the motion to 
adjourn over; and it was disagreed to—yeas 40, 
nays 176; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barksdale, Henry 8. Benney 
Boyce, Broom, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carjijo’ 
Caskie, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Wi,’ 
ter Davis, Denver, Edmundson, Florence, Henry M. Py) 
ler, Gilbert, J. Morrison Harris, Herbert, Keitt, Key 
Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar. 
shall, Maxwell, Millward, Orr, Phelps, Ricaud, Richarj. 
son, Rust, William Smith, Walker, W'beeler, Whitney, 
Williams, and Zollicoffer—40. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Ball, Banks, 


yes 


| Barbour, Barclay, Bell, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billing. 


hurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bocock, Bradshaw, Brey. 
ton, Brooks, Buffington, Burlingame, Burnett, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, Bz;q 
Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Howell Gobb, Williamson R, 
W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Craige , Crayy- 
ford, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De 
Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Durin, Durfee, Edie, 
Edwards, Elliott, Emrie, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, 
Faulkner, Flagler, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, 
Giddings, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus 
Hall, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Holloway, Tihomas R. Hor. 
ton, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Howard, Hughston, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelsey, Ken. 
nett, Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson. 
McCarty, McMullin, McQueen, Meacham, Killian Miller, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, 
Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Porter, Powell, burvianee, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, 
Ready, Ritchie, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Ruffin, Sabin, 
Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Seward, Sherman, 
Shorter, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, 
Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Stranahan, 
Swope, Talbott, Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, 
Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Warner, Cadwalader (. 
Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washbum, 
Watkins, Watson, Welch, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, 
Woodworth, and John V. Wright—176. 

So the House refused to adjourn until Wednes- 


day next. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the House do 
now adjourn; and on that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand tellers on the 
motion to adjourn. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ho.iowar 
and CLiInGMAN were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn; the tellers having reported—ayes 7), 
noes 106. 

The CLERK. The question now recurs on 
the motion of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
that the motion of the gentleman from Ohio be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to postpone the con- 
sideration of that resolution until Monday next. 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that motion 
is not in order. The yeas and nays have been 
ordered on the motion to lay upon the table. 

. Mr. BENSON. I thought that the yeas and 
nays were ordered on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.KEITT. The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Orr] moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, and on that motion I demanded the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. BENSON. Were they ordered? 

Mr. KEITT. They were. 

The CLERK. The Journal clerk sustains the 

ntleman’s declaration. The yeasand nays have 

en ordered. 

Mr. McMULLIN. _ Lappeal to the gentleman 
from Ohio to withdraw his motion for the present. 
If gentlemen on the other side of the House desire 
that a vote be taken for S er let us have it. 

Cries of ‘* Order!’ ‘ the roll!’’] 

r. SHERMAN. The speaking has been @!! 
on that side of the House. There have been n0 
speeches made on our side of the House. Wé 

ink that it is too early to make speeches. 
therefore respectfully decline to withdraw my 
proposition. I think that we ought to pursue 
our constitutional business, and elect a Speaker 
to preside over our deliberations. I do not deem 
this the right time for debate. 
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~The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that debate 


js out of order. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio desire to state corpoetly what has occurred 
here? On which side of the House does that 
ventieman sit? I understand that he says there 
has been no speaking on his side of the House. 
Is that so? ; 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can explain myself. A 
‘Alabama to organize this House. Two days 
have passed since that proposition was made. 
While it was pending, none of the members who 
yoted for Mr. Banks obtained the floor, or spoke 
on the subject unless by the courtesy of others, 

Mr. CLERK. This debate is out of order. 
Loud cries of ** Call the roll 17? *¢Order!’?] 
Mr. HOUSTON. The gentieman undertakes 
to say that none of those on his side of the House 
have spoken. 


| 


neopets was made by the gentleman from | 


I leave the House to answer him. | 


They have heard speeches of hours in length || 


from that very side of the Hall. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay 
the eaten upon the table; and it was disagreed 
to—yeas 103, nays 109; as foilows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, | 


Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Boyce, Burnett, Cadwalader, 
John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Craw- 


ford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, | 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, English, Eustis, | 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, | 


Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus [all, 
J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Haven, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, 


Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel | 
S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 


Millson, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Paine, 
Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitnan, Reade, Ready, 
Ricaud, Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust,Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 


liam R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, | 


Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, 
Watkins, Whitney, Winslow, John V. Wright, and Zolli- 
coffer—103. 

"NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Brad- 
shaw, Brenton, Brooks, Broom, Buffington, Burlingame, 


James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard | 


Clark, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, aoa by Davis, Day, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, 


Emrie, Etheridge, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, | 


Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Harrison, Hollo- 
way, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, 


Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, | 


Leiter, Matteson, Meacham, Killian Miller, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Parker, 
Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviance, Puryear, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Weich, Williams, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—109. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 

Mr. ORR. Mr. Clerk, this is a resolution 
which will, in all probability, give rise to debate. 
I therefore nee that the gentleman from Ohio 
willconsent to have the resolution postponed until 
Monday, at one o’clock. 

Mr. RUST. Withthe gentleman’s permission, 
I will offer what I send to the Clerk’s desk, as a 
substitute for the proposition which is now be- 
fore the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That hereafter, until a Speaker is elected after 
meeting in this Hall, at twelve o’clock, m., no motion 
resolution, or debate shall be in order until we have voted 
two hours for Speaker ; and that after debate on any ques- 


tion shall have commenced, there shall be no more voting 
for Speaker during that day. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the House do 
how adjourn, 

Mr. ORR. It is suggested that 
resolution will be given the go-by. I do not pro- 
ose to accomplish any such result. If such is 
ikely to be the result of an adjournment, the 
House had better vote now upon my motion to 
Postpone the consideration of the resolution until 
one o’clock on Monday. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I make my motion with 
the understanding that the resolution will come 
up egeniey in order on Monday next at twelve 


rhaps the 


0'cloe 


Mr. RUST. That can be done by unanimous 
consent, 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL, Thegen- 
tleman had better waive his motion to adjourn. 

Mr. SH - Iwill not do so, unless the 








| 





common understanding is that the resolution will | 
come up on Monday, at twelve o’clock. 

The CLERK. The Clerk would state that | 
the resolution will fall with the adjournment, | 


| 
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and his sole heir-at-law; that prior to the war of 
the Revolution the father of the petitioner, Cap- 
tain Niles, was engaged in the merchant service 
asa shipmaster, and had acquired so high a rep- 


and cannot be renewed on Monday except by || utation im his profession, that immediately after 


unanimous consent. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
adjourn. 

Mr. ORR. I understand the Clerk to decide 
that the proposition will not come upon Monday, 
unless it is regularly postponed by a vote of the 
House. If so, why not take a vote and allow 
the question to be disposed of; it can be accom- 
plished in half a minute. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone, and it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now renew my motion 
to adjourn. 

Mr. ORR. Upon that I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Humpurey 
Marsuai and CumBack were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported ninety-six in the affirmative, and forty- | 
mane in the negative. So the motion was agreed 
to. 

The House accordingly (at four o’clock) ad- 
journed until Monday next, at twelve o’clock, m. 


I withdraw the motion to 


IN SENATE. | 


Monpay, December 24, 1855. 1 


Hon. Rosert Toomss appeared in his place 


|| this morning. 
Kidwell, Lake, | 


The Journal of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 
PETITIONS, ET 
Mr. HAMLIN presented t ee of in- 


habitants of Penobscot Rivers, Maine, praying 
for the establishment of a mail route from Mat- 
tawamheay to Nichetou; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr, SLIDELL presented the petition of Ce- 
zaige Wallace, praying for the confirmation of 
his title to a tfact of land in Louisiana; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. DODGE presented the memorial of the 
register and receiver of the land office at Mena- 
sha, Wisconsin, praying for additional compen- 
sation; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. BROWN presented the petition of Michael 
Nash, a guard of the penitentiary of the District 
of Columbia, praying for additional compensation 
for the time he was employed on other duty in 
the penitentiary; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented two petitions 
of citizens of Iowa, praying for the eatnbliahinver 
of a mail route from Decorah to Mitchell, in that 
State; 

Also, three petitions of citizens of lowa, praying | 
for the establishment of a mail route from West | 
Union, in that State, to Austin, in the Territor 
of Minnesota; which were referred to the Com- | 
mitteg on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. | 
On motion by Mr. SUMNER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Huldah Butler, 
for the half pay of her father as lieutenant colonel in the | 
Revolution, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. WADE, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Jonas P. Levy 


be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, for the purpose || 
| 


of presenting them to the Court of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was | 


saree That the memorial of citizens of Georgetown, 


District of Columbia, praying for the purchase of Forrest | 
Hall fora Office and custom-house, be withdrawn from | 
the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on | 
Commerce. | 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Lemuel Worster, praying | 
for a pension for disability incurred while employed as a 


waiter to a military officer in the United States service | 


during the last war with Great Britain, be withdtawn frou | 
the files, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


REVOLUTIONARY SERVICES OF CAPT. NILES. 


Mr. FOSTER. I ask leave to present the peti- 
tion of Hannah F: Niles, of N. orwich, in the 
State of Connecticut. The petition sets forth sub- | 
stantially that the potnenes is the sole surviving | 
daughter and child of the late Captain Robert | 
Niles, of Norwich, in Connecticut, now deceased, | 


|| the broaking out of the war in the spring of 1775, 


Colonel Mott, the chief officer of engineers at 


|| Fort George, Ticonderoga, made a request to 
| Governor Trumbull,then Governor of the colony 


of Connecticut, that Captain Niles might be or- 
dered to that post with a view of his taking com- 
mand of one of the armed vessels on the lake—a 
very important service connected with the defense 
and protection of that post; that subsequently, in 
the same year, in the fall s 1775, Captain Niles 
was commissioned in the service of the Colonies, 
and ordered to the command of the schooner 
Spy, an armed vessel belonging to the colony of 
Connecticut, and ordered to cruise on the coast 
of the colony for its protection, under a commis- 
sionsigned by Jonathan Trumbull, then Governor 


of the colony—a name closely associated with the 


name of George Washington, and with the history 
of our Revolution. The commission thus signed 
by him, and dated August 7th, 1775, is appended 
to the petition. 

The petitioner further represents that in April, 
1776, Captain Niles was ordered with his vessel 
to join the fleet of Admiral Hopkins, cruising in 
the service and under the authority of the Gov- 
ernment. of the United States; that during the 


| years 1776 and 1777 Captain Niles continued in 


the command of the Spy and of another vessel 


| called the Dolphin, and while in the command of 
| these vessels performed very important services 


by capturing various prizes on the coast, which 
he brought into port, and which were applied for 
the service of the country and the Army, then 


| destitute and in great want; that he was also en- 


| gaged in the transportation of provisions and 


stores for the Army at different points along the 
coast between New England and Virginia; that 
in the month of June, 1778, Captain Niles was 
employed by the Government of the United States 
to carry out an official copy of the ratification of 


| the treaty then recently made between the United 


States and France; that he suecessfully performed 
this service, and carried the treaty from the Uni- 
ted States to France, and delivered it to Dr. 


| Franklin, then our resident Minister at Paris; and 
| he returned home to his country and made report 


| forth in the petition by Miss Niles. 


of his voyage and services to the proper author- 
ities. 

This is a brief statement of the services set 
They are 


| set forth, Mr. President, without any ostentation 





or display. She asks at the hands of the Senate 


'| that some compensation may be made to her for 


these services of her father. 1 may say a word 
in addition to the facts thus ditailed in the peti- 
tion. Captain Niles died in the year 1818, and 
died in extreme poverty. He never received 
anything from the Government except the de- 
preciated pay with which the Government then 
attempted to discharge its debts, unless the single 
sum of fifty dollars, which was paid a short time 
previous to his death, under one of the acts of 
Congress which had then recently been passed. 
He died before any other payment under the law 
became due. The services which he rendered, 
and which are thus imperfectly and briefly de- 
tailed in the petition, were of a most important 
character—not as brilliant, it is true, as some 
that were rendered; but the carrying out and 
delivery of the treaty between our Government 
and France must certainly be reckoned as among 
the most important services which could then be 
rendered. Our Government at that time consid- 
ered it a matter of so much importance, that 
there were three several copies of the treaty dis- 
patched by three different vessels. Captain Niles 
was the only man of the three who succeeded in 
crossing the ocean and in delivering the treaty; 
both the other vessels were captured by the ene- 
my. Captain Niles succeeded in landing at 
Brest, in twenty-seven days after he sailed from 
the harbor of Stonington, in Connecticut, run- 
ning the gauntlet through the English fleet off 
Brest, where he was chased for a long time by 
two English frigates; but he landed in safety. 
He found the French fleet waiting for the copy 
of the ratification of the treaty, in order to sail 
for this country,and immediately after he landed 
that fleet sailed, and succor came to our shores. 
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Miss Niles, this pe 
diate neighborhood—indeed, is one of my nearest 
neighbors. She is a most meritorious and de- 
serving woman. She is in extreme want. She 
is advancing in years, and is in feeble and infirm | 
health. A few days before I left home she called 
on me, and, with tears, begged that I would say 
a word to the Senate in her behalf. I hope but 
a gingle word is necessary to bespeak the favor- 
able consideration of the petition. I move that 
it be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. | 

CLAIMS FOR INQJAN DEPREDATIONS. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I offer the following 

resolution: 


Resolved, That such of the private claims as were em- 
braced in Senate bill No. 43, of the last Congress, and 
which the claimants may choose to prosecute before the 
Court of Claims be, and the same are hereby, referred to the 


titioner, lives in my imme- || 





| way of explanation. 





The resolution offered by Mr. Perry is in these 
words: 


Resolved, That from and after this day no debate shall 
be in order until a Speaker be elected. 


The substitute proposed by Mr. Rust is as 
follows: 


Resolved, That hereafter, until a Speaker is elected, after 
meeting in this Hall at twelve o’clock, m., no motion, 
resolution, or debate shall be in order until we have voted 
two hours for Speaker ; and thatafter debate on any ques- 
tion shall have commenced, there shall be no more voting 
for Speaker during that day. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 


Mr. LEITER. I desire to say a word in the 


I did hope that it never 


| would have become necessary for me, during the 


eaia court 1} 


Mr. FESSENDEN. What are the claims? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Perhaps it would be 
proper for me to say a few words in explanation 
of the resolution. ‘The bill to which it refers is 
one providing for the payment, in the aggregate, 
of upwards of a thousand claimants for depre- 
dations committed on the citizens of Georgia and 
Alabama, in 1836, during the Indian outbreak, or 
Indian war as some term it, which occurred at 
that period. A bill has been repeatedly before 
the Senate providing for the payment of these 
claims. A class of claimants, I understand, re- 
siding in Georgia—and there may perhaps be a | 
few in Alabama—desire to refer their claims to 
the Court of Claims. 1 offer the resolution at the | 
instance of the Senator from Georgia, not now 
in his seat, {Mr. Iverson,] to enable those of the | 
claimants who desire to do so to bring their cases 
before the Court of Claims. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Are they not covered by | 
the order which we passed the other day ? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. No,sir. I desired that | 
they should not be. 
number of the claimants design to appeal to Con- 
gress and not to the Court of Claims. For this 
~eason, I requested the committee not to embrace | 
them in the resolution which was passed the | 
other da 

Mr. PESSENDEN. It seems to me that they | 
are covered by the resolution which we passed 
last week. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. No, sir, they are not | 
covered by that resolution, and were designed | 
not to be included within it. I will say to the | 
gentleman that these claims depend on different 
considerations. Some are for the loss of property, 
others for destruction of crops, others for prop- 
erty taken to sustain the army. It is hecene 
by some that the Court of Claims will have juris- 
diction over the cases of those whose property 
was taken to sustain the army while engaged in 
that war with the Indians, in 1836. The Senator 
from Georgia, in whose behalf I have offered 
this resolution is a member of the Committee on 
Claims, and he designed that these claims should | 
not be embraced in the resolution reported by | 
that committec, but that it should be optional | 
with the claimants to bring their cases before the | 
Court of Claims if they should think proper to | 
do so. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think the resolution | 
had better lie over. This is a subject which has 
been considered by the Committee on Claims, 
and they can tell us how far it will be proper to 
£0 in reference to it 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I have no objection to 
allowing the resolution to lie over. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution lies over 
under the rule. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned to Thursday 
next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 24, 1855. 

The House met at twelve o’elock, m. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

The CLERK. The business first in order is 
the resolution submitted on Saturday by the gen- 
tleman from Maine, [Mr. Perry,] the consider- 
ation of which was postponed until to-day, and the 


pending question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment, in the nature of a substitute, submitted by 
the gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. Rust. ] 








aE 


I understand that the larger || 


| 


| present unorganized condition of the House, to 


say a word of explanation, or to make a single | 


remark. 


whom I am acting in regard to my position, and 


| fearing that there may also be some misappre- 





| 
} 





| the House,M 


| peculiar or special party. 


| upon this floor. 


hension in the country, I deem a word of ex- 
planation on my part appropriate at this time. 

For some days past two votes have been cast 
for me for Speaker, and it may be supposed that 
there is something wrong in my position, though 
I have been voting here for Mr. Banks as con- 
stantly and as regularly as any gentleman upon 
this floor. I wish to say, distinctly, that I have 
never been a candidate, that I am not now a can- 
didate, and that I never will be a candidate for 
Speaker of this House. That, I think, will place 
me right upon the record, and that is all I desire 
to say. 

Mr. STEWART. I claim the indulgence of 
lerk, for a few moments, some- 
what in the way of personal explanation; and I 
hope the reporters will do me the justice to take 
down as accurately as possible the remarks that 
I shall have the honor to deliver this morning. 

My position, sir, in this House is somewhat 
peculiar. Iwassentfrom the district which I have 
the honor to represent, under no.special or dis- 
tinct organization. I come here to represent no 
I am here, sir, not 
as a partisan of any man, or of any Administra- 
tion, but Iam here to discharge my duty to the 
country as a Representative of the people in this, 
a branch of one of the coérdinate departments of 
the Government. Well, sir, what is the attitude 
of matters now before the country? Occupying 
the position I do I have, sir, voted from the be- 
ginning of the session, up to this time, in favor 
of the distinguished gentleman from the State of 
Illinois, [Mr. Seer I look upon him 
as a northwestern man. look upon him as 
sustaining, truly and fairly, the great question 
in which | am interested, and in which the people 
[represent are concerned. I look upon that gen- 
tleman, so far as personal qualifications are con- 
cerned, as equal to those of any other gentleman 
Distinguished upon the battle- 
field, as he has been, distinguished in the councils 
of the country—a gallant soldier, and an inflex- 
ible statesman, it has given me great pleasure, as 
a Representative of the whole people, to ca& my 
suffrages for him. 

Now, sir, we are in the fourth week of the ses- 
sion. The Constitution of the United States, under 
which we allact, seems to have contemplated that 
this House should be organized the first day of the 
session, and without any such extended delay 
as this. The act of 1789, passed in pursuance of 
the Constitution, and with a view of carrying out 
the provisions of that instrument, specifically re- 
quires, before any other business shall be trans- 
acted, that the House shall be organized by the 
election of a Speaker; that the Speaker shall be 
sworn by some member of the House; and that 
the Snesker shall then administer the oath of office 
to the members of the House. Was it ever con- 
eeived by the framers of the Constitution, or b 
the national Legislative Council of 1789, that suc 
a state of things as this should exist? The Con- 
stitution of the United States, in another provis- 
ion declares that the State and National officers, 
before they shall undertake the exercise of an 
trust, or the discharge of any responsibility, shall 
take an oath to support the Constitution. Then, 
sir, I apprehend that we are in a most anomalous 
position. I apprehend there is a great duty which 
we owe to the country. There is a high duty 
which we have to discharge. 


jut it appears to me that there is a | 
misapprehension on the part of gentlemen with | 





| 
| 
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In surveying this House, and looking to . 
characteristics, we find three great elements se 
posing it. There is this northern Free-Soj] ag 
there 1s a party which I will characterize ag ; 
American party, and there is the great Distas 
cratic party. These are three distinct Cletligen 
of power, and three distinct parties. How i 
the House to be organized, as long as we oecy ; 
the position which we now do? Now, sir, I con 
mend the spirit which animated the gentleman 
from Alabama, [Mr. ae when he spoke. 
the other day, of the condition of this House nae 
of what was due from us to the country, "And 
I yield great credit to the gentleman from Penn. 
sylvania, [Mr. Futuer,) for rising, during th 
progress of this discussion, and defining, dis. 
tinctly, his position before the House, and th» 
country. o matter what were his antecedents. 
no matter what his programme before the people. 
As to those, we have no right to ask any ques. 
tions. We have only the right to inquire wha 
his position now is upon the great questions 
now before this country. The position of thp 
gentleman for whom I have had the honor of 
casting my vote needs no defining. His position 
defined by his acts, and avowed from the very 
beginning, is well known to this country, 

Mr. VALK, (interrupting.) The gentleman 
will excuse me for interrupting him, but I be. 
lieve that a rule was adopted on Saturday last, 
that no member should hold the floor longer thay 
ten minutes. Am I correct in my understanding 
of that rule? 

The CLERK. I think the gentleman is cor. 
rect, but the gentleman from Maryland has occu. 
pied the floor for only five minutes. 

Mr. STEWART. I desire to accommodate 
myself to the rule which the House has pr. 
scribed. But I conceive that, as I rise for the 
purpose of making a personal explanation, | 
would not be included within the spirit of the 
rule, as if is not in the nature of debate. If this 
rule, however, applies to me, I am willing to 
conform to it. 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks the gentle. 
man comes within the rule adopted by the Tien 
on Saturday last, and that he will be confined, in 
his remarks, to ten minutes, unless the House, 
by unanimous consent, allow him to proceed. 

Mr. STEWART. This is the first time since 
the commencement of the session, that I have 
occupied the time of the House, and I do not in- 
tend to trespass upon the kindness of the House 
in elucidating the position I occupy in the pres- 
ent contest. 

I was about to remark, when I was interrupted, 
that the position of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. sae who is supported here by 
a strong party, is not defined, and has not been. 
It has been charged that, upon one occasion, tha’ 
gentleman, in a speech made by him, used the 
language ‘let the Union slide.”? I am not in- 
formed, nor do I think proper to inquire, under 
what circumstances those remarks were mate, 
but I say it is due to the country, upon the part 
of that gentleman, to put himself right upon that 
matter, as it relates to the dissolution of the 
Union. I cannot, asI stand, support that gentle- 
man under any circumstances for Speaker of this 
House. I can cheerfully support the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Ricnarpson,] who is carrying 
out the views I entertain, and the views enter- 
tained by those whom I represent, upon this floor, 
sy the alf-absorbing question of the day. But 
if the gentlemen from the North stand by the 
distinguished candidate from Massachusetts, and 
the friends of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
support him, and the advocates of the gentieman 
from Illinois continue to sustain him, as they have 
done from day to day, I submit to the members 
of this House, when is thisstruggle to terminate? 

Now, sir, I hold myself bound, in regard to the 
organization of this House, under my particular 
position and my views of public duty, to adopt 
some practical constitutional mode by which to 
reach a conclusion of this question. There 1s 4 
responsibility which we owe to party, and there 
is a responsibility which we owe to the country. 
It is not sufficient to charge the responsibility of 
this state of affairs upon this party or that party. 
We are all responsible, for every man comes 
here under an obligation to discharge his whole 
duty to the country. vey 

I said I was not a partisan of the Administra- 











er 24 
Ing to itg 
ents com. 
Soil party 
IZe ag the 
‘at Demo. 
elements 
Ow ig 
ve Occupy 
Ir, I com- 
zentleman 
he Spoke, 
Ouse, and 
ry. And 
om Penp. 
uring the 
nine, dis. 
» and the 
ecedents, 
he people, 
any ques. 
aire what 
questions 
On of the 
10nor of 
| Position, 
the very 
ry. 
‘entleman 
but I be. 
rday last, 
nger than 
rstanding 


Nn is cor. 
has occu- 


mmodate 
has pre- 
e for the 
nation, | 
rit of the 

If this 
villing to 


€ gentle- 
ie House 
nfined, in 
House, 
reeed, 

ime since 
it I have 
0 not in- 
e House 
the pres- 


‘rrupted, 
| Massa- 
1 here by 
10t been. 
10n, that 
used the 
| not in- 
e, under 
‘e made, 
the part 
pon that 
1 of the 
it gentle- 
or of this 
»ntleman 
carrying 
S enter- 
his floor, 
ay. But 
1 by the 
etts, and 
sylvania 
‘ntieman 
1ey have 
nembers 
rminate? 
rd to the 
articular 
to adopt 
rhich to 
ere is a 
nd there 
‘ountry- 
vility of 
it party. 
1 comes 
; whole 


Linistra- 





3 








They have their duties to perform, and I 
will say, so far as they have endeavored to dis- 
charge their duty, I have no occasion to com- 
plain. We are not sent here to support this par- 
ticular Administration or to oppose it. We are 
sent here to discharge our duty as the Represent- 
atives of the people, and the people will hold us 
responsible for their proper discharge, as a coér- 
dinate branch of the Government. __ 

[ will, Mr. Clerk, without trespassing further 
upon the attention of the House, geopem and 
submit for the consideration of the House some 
resolutions which I have drawn up. I will offer | 
them either as a substitute for that already before | 
the House, or will have them laid upon the table 
for future consideration. 

The resolutions of the gentleman from Mary- || 
jand {Mr. Srewarr] were sent to the Clerk’s desk 1 
to be read. 

The CLERK. The gentleman’s (Mr. Stew- i 
ant’s] time has expired; and therefore the Clerk || 
thinks that his resolutions are not in order at this 
time. [Cries of ** Let them be read !’’] 

The Clerk proceeded to read the resolutions, 
but was oneemnane by ; ‘ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Lam averse to interrupting | 
any gentleman on this floor. But it seems to me | 
better that we should proceed in order, and I hope | 
therefore that before the roposition is submitted | 
to the House, we will first dispose of the two 
resolutions already pending. 
the gentleman offering his resolutions atthe proper | 
time, but I do object to anything that is not in 


tion. 





order. 

Mr. MATTESON. DoT not understand the 
Clerk to have decided that the resolutions of the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Stewart] are not 
in order ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I have objected in good 
faith to the introduction of the gentleman’s,prop- 
osition, because I think it is better to proceed in | 


order. After the pending propositions are dis- || 


posed of, then let the gentleman’s [Mr. Stew- 
art's] resolutions be introduced. 

The CLERK. Objection having been made, | 
the resolutions of the gentleman from Maryland | 
(Mr. Stewart] cannot now be read. 


Mr. MATTESON. AsI understand the Clerk || 


to decide that the resolutions offered by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland are not in order, I now ask 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] to with- 
draw his resolution for the purpose of enabling me 
to offer a proposition for a plurality vote to-day. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. Perry] has control of the resolution before | 
the House; he-having accepted the proposition of 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] as a | 
modification of his original resolution. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I submit, Mr. Clerk, that | 


the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Stewart] || 


has a right to read his resolutions. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. He has not; his time has 
. 
r. STEWART. The resolutions which I 


have offered are in the nature of acompromise. I 


want the House distinctly to understand that. [ | 


should like to have them read for the purpose of 
having them acted upon at the proper time. 
The CLERK. Objection having been made, 
the resolutions cannot now be read. 
Mr.STEWART. I appeal from that decision. 


| I had the honor to support for the speakership, || 
| the distinguished gentlemar from Illinois, {Mr. || 


I do not object to, || man from Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] in reference || 


| 


| Hisattitude, I remarked, was not precisely known | 
| in reference to these great questions before the 
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Mr. BANKS. Then I desire the gentleman 


from New York . yield me the floor. ] 
Mr. MATTESON. With pleasure. | 
Mr. BANKS. I was not present, Mr. Clerk, || time. 


in the Hall of the House at the moment that the 
distinguished 
Stewart] made allusion to myself, 
as my attention has been called to it by one of |) 
my friends, I’beg of that gentleman to do me the || 
honor to repeat his suggestion, that I may re- ] 
spond to it 

Mr. STEWART. I had the honor to state | 


to the House, when I was up—— 


Clerk, that I had the floor. 

TheCLERK. The gentleman from New York || 
[Mr. Marreson] was entitled to the floor, and || 
he has given way to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Banxs.] | 

Mr.STEWART, (resuming.) Itook occasion || 
to state that the position of the gentleman whom || 


RicHarpson,] on the great questions which now | 
agitate the country, was distinctly and specifically 
known; that the honorable gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania [Mr. Futter] had also, in his own per- 
son, and from his own place in this House, defined | 
his position in reference to these great questions; | 
but that the attitude of the distinguished gentle- 





to these questions was not known, and that it || 
had been charged upon him by some member | 
here, that in a speech which he made in the State || 
of Maine, he had stated that, under some circum- | 
stances, he was willing to let the Union slide— | 
that he had used the words, ‘‘ let the Union slide.”? | 


House; and I thought it was due to the House, 
and to the country, from that gentleman, or from 
the friends who sustain him for the speakership, || 
that his attitude should be distinctly and unequiv- || 
ocally stated for the satisfaction of the House. 
That is, I believe, in substance what I stated on | 
this subject. 
Mr. BANKS. Ihave but a word to.say, [| 
| have never in my life expressed a sentiment of 
indifference to the Union of the States—never in | 
my life. Inthe speech which I made in Maine, || 
and which has been referred to here, I said what | 
has been said by almost every man who has ever | 
alluded to the Union of the States. Ithad reference | 
| to the future only, and to the natural results of 
that new policy which has been inaugurated in 
relation to the institution of slavery. And I ex- || 
pressed this opinion at that time that one such 
result would be, if that policy were carried out to 
what seemed- to be its legitimate issue, to wean || 
the affections of good men from the Union of 
States to which they have always clung. It was | 
| an appeal to the people of that State, not against | 
| the Union, but to bring it again back to the prin- | 
ciples which animated its founders. 
I never revised any report of that speech, and 
am not responsible for the phraseology in which | 
| its sentiments are clothed; but no report that | | 
have ever seen of it has represented me as speak- | 
| ing of the Union as it is,-but, in every instance, | 


| 
| 
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| ‘Mr. BOYCE. “Well, I ask that ooutlenan to 


ield me the floor, that I may ask the gentleman 


rom Massachusetts one or two questions at this 


The CLERK. Does the gentleman from New 


entleman from Maryland [Mr. || York yield to the gentleman from South Caro- 
Inasmuch |) lina? 


Mr. BOYCE. Do so, just for a moment. 
Mr. MATTESON declined to yield the floor. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope the gentle- 


man from New York [Mr. Marreson] will allow 
a question to be put to the gentleman from Mas- 
\, sachusetts, [Mr. Bawxs,] for his last answer is 
Mr. RUST, (interrupting.) I thought, Mr. || somewhat peculiar. 


Let the creer there- 
ung it up. 


Mr. MATTESON. Iam extremely desirous 
of putting this thing to the vote, and I do not 


| wish, therefore, to yield the floor. 


Mr. RUST. I think, Mr. Clerk, that I have 
the right to the floor, and, if so, I am willing to 
rield it to the gentleman from South Carolina, 


Mr. Boyce. 
TheCLERK. Thegentleman from New York 
[Mr. Marreson] has been recognized by the 


| Clerk. 


Mr. KEITT. Then, let the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Marreson] go on. What does 
the gentleman want? 

Mr. MATTESON. IL ask the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Suermay] to withdraw the resolution 
which he offered on Saturday, so as to allow 
me-—— 

Mr. KEITT. He hasnoright todoso. The 
resolution is within the control of the gentleman 
from Maine, [Mr. Perry.]} 

Mr. MATTESON. I will take care of that 
matter ina moment. I understand that the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Suermay] offered a sub- 
stitute for the resolution of the gentleman from 





Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, (interrupting.) Mr. 
Clerk, if the floor has been accorded to the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Marreson,| of 
course he hasa right to it; but, sir, he has already 

ielded it to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
iMr. Banks] and to the gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. Stewart] for the purpose of explana- 
tion. That explanation has not yet been fur- 
nished, and it ought to be. Iam not satisfied 
with the answer of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, and, if no other gentleman will, I will 
propound a question to him. 

Mr. MATTESON. I must insist, Mr. Clerk, 
that I have the floor, and I am not to be inter- 
rupted. At any other time I would be entirely 
satisfied and gratified to have the gentleman from 
question he 


but at this stage of the proceedings I must insist 
on proceeding to the business before the House; 
and, sir, if the gentleman from Maine is entitled 
to the floor, then, for the purpose of enabling 
him to speak to his resolution, I will yield it to 
him. 

The CLERK. The substitute was offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. Rusr.] 

Mr. MATTESON. I yield to him, then. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise toa question 
of order The gentleman from New York 








as speaking of the consequences to the country, | 
| if that policy which I indicated should be carried | 


Mr. MeMULLIN. I submit that itis perfectly || out to its last and legitimate results—prostituting | 





competent for the 


Stewart] to read his own proposition. 


ntleman from Maryland [Mr. | 


its gigantic powers to the extension of a single 
interest, and strengthening and perpetuating its | 





Mr. CLINGMAN. 
him to read them, inasmuch as his time is out. 

Mr. RUST asked whether he was not entitled 
to the floor? 


The CLERK. Yes; but the gentleman from 


auyeed has appealed from the'decision of the || for the Union as it is, and not for its dissolution | explain. 
Clerk, and the question before the House is, || under any circumstances. 


‘Shall the decision of the Clerk stand as the || in the field of the Union, to fight for the Union. || I want him to place his position where it may be 


r. RT. I withdraw m al. 
Mr. RUST took the floor. 0 Pee 


It 1s not competent for | 


influence in every part of the country, in the | 
|| States where it exists, in the Territories, and in | 
the free States. | 

I have never yet in my life expressed a feeling | 
of indifference to the Union of the States. I am | 
I will meet its enemies 


| Lam for it as the guarantor of the rights of the | 
States, as the main prop—to use the words of | 
Washington—of the liberties of the American | 


The CLERK. The time of the gentleman 
from New York has expired, and he has, there- 
fore, no further right to yield the floor. 
| Mr. SMITH. Well, sir, I still rise toa ques- 
| tion of order. My point of order is this: The 
| gentleman from ootnial [Mr. Srewart} stated 
| an interrogatory that called for an explanation 

from the gentleman from Massaclmsetts, [Mr. 
| Banxs.] ‘The debate was arrested for the pur- 
| pose of giving that gentleman an opportunity to 
He did undertake to give that explana- 


|| tion, but such a one as I could not understand. 


| distinctly understood upon the subject indicated 
| by that interrogatory. I therefore submit that, 
| the floor having been awarded for that purpose, 


Mr. BANKS. I ask the gentleman from Ar- || people. And I trust that its existence may be || no other business is in order until the explana- 


kansas [Mr. Rust] to yield me the floor for a 
moment only. 

Mr. RUST. T yield the floor to the gentleman 
— eo 

r. ESON: I supposed, Mr. Clerk, 

that I was entitled to the floor. ; 

The CLERK. The Clerk has recognized the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Marreson. ] 





perpetual; that it may forever stand in the record 
of human histories, crowned with an immortal 
fame. [Continued applause. ]} 

‘Mr. BOYCE. I desire to propound a ques- | 
tion to the gentleman from Massachusetts, | Mr. | 
mae 
TheCLERK. The gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Martreson] has the floor. 





tion has been finished. That is the question | 
submit, and I want the Clerk to decide upon it. 
If it be in order, I desire to propound a question 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
The CLERK. The Clerk overrules the ques- 
tion of order; but states that the gentleman from 
| Virginia is entitled to the floor for ten minutes. 


| Mr. SMITH. Then if I have the floor I will 
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embrace the opportunity to ask the gentleman 


know of the gentleman from Massachusetts dis- | 
tinetly, whether he did state, in a speech made by | 


him, that under certain circumstances he was || 


willing to “ let the Union slide?”’ and if so, what | 
those circumstances are? I want him to respond | 
distinctly. 

Mr. BANKS. I have said all I desire to say | 
upon this subject. 

Mr. SMITH. Then [ wish the country to un- 
derstand distinctly, that those who are voting 
upon this floor to elect the gentleman from Mas- | 
sachusetts Speaker qf the House, are voting for | 
a man who, under circumstances connected with 
the present agitation of the country, is willing 
to see the Union slide. I want gentlemen to un- 
derstand that when they vote for the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, they are voting for a man | 
who is willing to sustain this Union slide. 

Mr. GROW. The gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Smirn] wishes the country to understand, | 
that those in this House who are voting for the 
gentleman from Massachusetts are voting for 
him with the full knowledge that, under certain 
contingencies, he would let the Union slide. With- 
out stopping to inquire what was the precise lan- | 
ruage used, or the circumstances and conditions 
in which it was uttered, I wish to inquire why 
this seeming horror at such a declaration? Who | 
that has had a seat on this floor for the last four 
years hag not heard members now voting for Mr. | 
Retastiioon declare, over and over, that under | 
certain contingencies they were ready to dissolve 
the Union? That declaration was made but a 


day or two since by the gentleman’s own ecol- || 


league, and has been repeated by others. 


Mr. SMITH. Does the gentleman want me || are open, let those who choose absent themselves, | 


to answer him? 


Mr. GROW. I have no objection if the gen- || 


tleman wishes to answer, if it will not come out of | 
my time. The congressional records show that | 
members who are now voting for Mr. Ricnarp- | 
son, and those with whom they are associated | 
at the South, have been declaring, for years, that, | 
under certain contingencies, the Union ought to | 
be dissolved, and they are ready to do it. Why, | 
then, this attempt to impeach the motives of 
those who are voting for the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, and their loyalty to the Union? 
We stand here ever ready to abide by all the 
compromises of the Constitution and its guaran- 
tees to every section. The conflict in this Hall 


' 


and the country is on the true and proper con- | 


struction of the Constitution. You ask us to 
adopt yours as the only true one, which is, that | 
you have an inalienable right under that instru- | 
ment to carry slavery Wherever its jurisdiction | 
extends, and, unless we will concede that, you 
will dissolve the Union. We deny that the flag 
of the country carries slavery wherever it floats, 
and for this northern men are denounced as un- 
faithful to the Constitution. We only claim the | 
right exercised by General Jackson to construe | 
the Constitution for ourselves; and that construc- | 
tion is in accordance with that put upon it by its | 
framers by cotemporaneous exposition, and by 
the highest judicial tribunals of the land—by the 
uniform legislation of the Government for sixty 
years—approved by the act of every President 
rom Washington to Polk, and by the opinions | 
of the most eminent statesmen of the Republic, | 
living and dead. While gentlemen of the South 


we adopt their construction of the Constitution, 
and permit them to carry slavery wherever the flag 
of the country floats, they will dissolve the Union, | 
why this attempt to create a false alarm when a | 
northern man says what is true, that in certain | 
contingencies the affections of all good men would | 
be weaned from the Union? and m that case, of | 
course, it would fall to pieces. 

Mr. RUST, (interrupting.) Mr. Clerk, I must | 
claim the floor. 


The CLERK. The Clerk will say to the gen- 
tleman from Arkansas that he hes not been rec- 
ognized as entitled to the floor. 

Mr. RUST. The gentleman from New York | 
[Mr. Marreson] yielded me the floor to speak 
upon my subsiitute, and I have not given it up. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Pennsyl- | 
vania [Mr. Grow] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. GROW. Sir, who that has listened to_ 
the debate in this Hall for this session, without 


| day, if they 
are constantly declaring, on this floor, that unless | 
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| referring to the records of the past, has not heard 
from Massachusetts one question. I desire to || 


the dissolution of the Union proclaimed, under 
certain contingencies, and that they were ready 
to do it? And yet, sir, these are the men who 
arrogate. to themselves the nationality of the 
country. They are the men who tell us that no 


} 


does not construe the Constitution to give the 


the jurisdiction of the Constitution extends. Sir, 
| we deny that construction, and appeal to the Con- 
stitution itself—to the exposition of its framers— 


to the decision of the courts, and the uniform | 
action of the Government for sixty years, for our | 
|| vindication; and we yield to no man in devotion 


to the Union, and loyalty to all its compacts. 
Mr. RUST. I am one of those who believe 
that the only legitimate business of this House 
now is to elect a Speaker, and that all debate net 
tending directly to bring about that result is out 
of order. And I must say that the character of 
the debate to which we have listened for the last 


|| few days convinces me that if it is not out of 


order, it ought to be. My resolution is this: 

Resolved, That hereafter, until a Speaker is elected, after 
meeting in this Hall, at twelve o’clock, m., no motion, 
resolution, or debate shall be in order until we have voted 
two hours for Speaker; and that after debate on any ques 
tion shall have commenced, there shall be no more voting 
for Speaker during that day. 

You will perceive that I have offered this in a 
—_ of compromise. I have provided that we 
shall vote for two hours every morning. 


Mr. STEWART. Why not say take two 


| votes every morning? 


|| Mr. RUST. No; I prefer the resolution as it 
stands. I say let us vote for two hours every | 


day. After that, when the floodgates of debate 


without submitting us to the risk of having a 
| Speaker elected by a mere majority of a quorum. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the resolution 
be laid upon the table. Let us dispose of it at 
once, re: then go to voting. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I rise to a question of 





‘| order. On Saturday last there was a motion 


| made to lay the original resolution on the table. 
| The vote was taken by yeas and nays, and the 
| House refused to adopt the motion. Since that 
| time the gentleman from Arkansas has submitted 
his substitute. It seems to me, therefore, that 
according to the rules of parliamentary law, and 
| common sense, a motion to lay on the table now 
_is out of order—the House having virtually re- 
fused to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Clerk, I do not under- 
take to reconcile the gentleman’s common sense 
with the rules of the House. It is enough for 
me that the rules of the House are otherwise. 
|They may be wrong; but I do not think they 
are. 

Mr. ORR. This is a new proposition. The 
amendment makes the proposition a new one. It 
is, therefore, in order to make a motion to lay 
the amendment and resolution on the table. 

The CLERK. That is the opinion of the 
Clerk. The Clerk therefore entertains the mo- 

tion to lay on the table. ° 
| Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Clerk, I have but a 
/ word to say in reply to the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Orr.] I deny the conclu- 
sion from his remarks that the opponents of the 
resolution no 8 have the right a dozen times to- 
oose to do so, to move to lay it 
| on the table, after intervening business has been 
transacted. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope that the motion to 
lay on the table may not be agreed to, so that 
the House may be brought to a direst vote on the 
| original proposition. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I de- 
| mand the yeas and nays on the motion to lay 
| the resolution and amendment on the table. 
| The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. ORR, I demand tellers on the motion. 
| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Boyce and 


| 


Matteson were appointed. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay 
on the table; and it was agreed to, the tellers 
having reported—ayes 96, noes 75. 

So the resolution and amendment were laid*on 
the table. 
Cries of ‘Call the roll!’’} 
r. BARCLAY. Mr. Clerk, [beg the indul- 
gence of the House for afewmoments. I desire 


| 


man is entitled to the position of nationality who | 


slaveholder the right to carry his slave wherever | 


i - a eee ed —— 
| to hear read for the information of the body the 
|| resolutions which were sent to the Clerk's ‘tabi, 
| by the gentleman from Maryland,{ Mr. Srewarr) 

I do not propose to submit any remarks, but only 
that the resolutions shall be read by the Clerk 
myself, during the ten minutes which I am allon 
ted under the rule. 

Mr. STEWART. [am obliged to the gent, 
man. I only ask that my resolutions may }, 
read for the information of the House. If the, 
do not meet with the approval of members, jj, 
them be laid upon the table. ft 

There was ®o objection; and the resolution 
were read by the Clerk, as follows: 


1. Resolved, That this House is in favor of the union of al} 
the States, upon the basis of the Constitution, without rm. 
gard to sections, North, South, East, or West; and beliey 
ing the continued agitation of the “ slavery question” to 
dangerous to the harmony and perpetuity of the Union We 
are opposed to the restoration of what is commonly know 
as the ** Missouri compromise line.’? 

2. Resolved, That the States composing this confederate 
Republic are essentially and absolutely equal in aj they 
rights and privileges, within the scope of the Constitution. 
| and that said States have no right to impose condition, 

or restrictions upon any new States proposing to be aq. 
mitted into the Union, not applicable to those already for. 
ing a component part of the Confederacy; that such a 
attempt would be subversive of that order and uniformiy 
of equality which is of the very essence of coequal sover. 
eignties ; that as a necessary consequence, according to thy 
judgment of this House, the application of any State fy 
admission into the Union should be considered withoy 
reference to the question, whether slavery, as recognize; 
in the Constitution of the United States, exists as a part of 
the organic law of said State or not. 

3. Resolved, That all efforts on the part of individuals » 
States to confederate together, for the purpose of embark 

_ing upon any enterprise or crusade to disturb the const. 
tutional rights of any one or more States, are in direq 
conflict with the solemn duty incumbent upon all good ci. 
izens to support the Constitution and laws in pursuance 
thereof, are disloyal to that paramount allegiance they oye 
to the Union, and ought to be discountenanced by ever 
lover of his country and her well-regulated institutions. © 

4. Resolved, That all the citizens of this Governmen 
have the unquestionable right to the full and perfect enjoy. 
ment of- their civil and religious liberties ; and all attempy 
to interfere therewith are against constitutional right and 
privilege, and the enlightened spirit of the age in which we 
live, and ought tc be discouraged. 

5. Resolved, That every Representative on this flooris bu 
a trustee for the people, and is bound to discharge his duy 
according to the requirements of the Constitution and the 
laws. That this House ought to be fully organized an 
prepared to dispatch the business of the session without 
delay ; and that every member thereof, as a primary duty, 
should make every reasonable effort for that purpose ; that 
all minor or collateral differences of opinion should be sub- 
ordinated to the performance of this great duty, which we 
all individually and collectively owe to ourselves andto 
the country. 

6. Resolved, That all of the friends of the Constitution 
and the Union, and who are in favor of maintaining ou 
constitutional nationality, and opposed to sectional agita- 
tion and aggression upon the rights of any quarter, \ipon 
the basis of the foregoing resolutions, may, in a spirit of 
amity, compromise, and concession, unite in the organizi- 
tion of this House, irrespective of any outside issues before 
the people, regarding the former as paramount and vital 
considerations, in this stage of our proceedings, in special 
reference to the speedy organization of this House. 

7. Resolved, That this House is opposed to any member 
being elected as the Speaker thereof unless he is willingt 
stand by and maintain in good faith the union of the State 
upon its constitutional basis, regarding no North, South, 
East, or West, but who will endeavor, in a spirit of proper 
concession, as faras he has power and authority, in the ap- 
pointment of committees or otherwise, to secure to each 
and every section all of its constitutional guarantees firmly 
and unequivocally. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I suppose tha! 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Srewant! 
cannot desire us to vote upon those resolution 
without discussion. I suppose, also, that he does 
not believe that there can be a full discussion of 
them within the ten-minute rule. Inasmuch, 
therefore, as it is manifest that we can have n0 
disenssion upon these resolutions, I move tha 
they be laid on the table. 

Mr. RUST. I move that they be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, when a‘Speaker is elected. 

Mr. WASHBURN. There is no such com 
mittee. 

Mr. RUST. There will be one when a Speake! 
is elected. 

Mr. COLFAX. If the gentleman from Mary: 
land will be kind enough to t the followin: 
as a substitute for the series of resolutions he he 

roposed, I may feel disposed to vote for them 
Fronllenie them to his consideration: 


_ Resolved, That this House net ee of an} 











attempt, open or covert, to annex th d of Cuba to ti 
—r ce 
: lved, That it would heartily approve of the anne“ 


tion of that S aatiicaben te was surrendered to Grea 
Britain by the of James K,. Polk. 
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Great laughter and shouts of **Good !”’} 
Mr. BOCOCK. _ I rise to a point of order. 
Mr. WASHBURN. Ihave submitted the mo- 

tion to lay on the table, and I insist upon it. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I desire to make a 
point of order which will dispose of this matter. 
* Mr. BOCOCK. I have the floor upon a ques- 
tion of order. I submit that it is not in order for 
this House, in its present condition, to consider 
any such resolutions as these. The law upon 
this subject has been read, and is familiar to 
members. That law expressly provides that a 
Speaker shall be elected and the members sworn In 


i 


before any proposition shall be in order of a | 
weneral character and which does not relate to the | 
organization of the House. 

‘As these resolutions and amendment propose no || 
plan for the election of a Speaker, but affirm 
eeneral principles, 1 hold that they are not in | 
yrder. 
7 . COBB. The point of order I makeis, that 
those resolutions have never been offered for the 
consideration of the House. The gentleman from 
Maryland expressly stated that he merely desired 
to have them read for the information of the House. 
He did not ask action of the House upon the sub- | 
ject. He desired that, after they had been read, | 
they should be laid upon the table. That was his | 
own suggestion. [Loud cries of ‘* Call the roll!”? | 
and great confusion in the Hall.] 

Mr. BOYCE obtained the floor. 


| from the merriment of gentlemen— 


| upon the table. 





Mr. PHELPS. If tie resolutions were not 
offered by the gentleman from Maryland, but | 
were merely read for information, I should like | 
to be informed how the motion of the gentleman | 
from Maine to lay them on the table can be enter- | 
tained? 

The CLERK. It has not been entertained. | 
[Cries of ** Call the roll !’’] 

Mr. BOYCE. I desire to ask the member 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] one or two 
questions. I would ask the gentleman if he is 
in favor of the restoration of the Missouri restric- 
tion, or does he go for the entire prohibition of 
slavery in all the Territories of the United States? | 
I would further ask him if he is in favor of the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia? 

Mr. MORGAN. Icall the gentleman to order. 

Mr. BOYCE. I would ask the gentleman from | 
Massachusetts, further, if he is in favor of the 
abolition of the inter-State slave trade? I would 
further ask him if he isin favor of entering into | 
diplomatic relations with Hayti, and of receiving, | 
as its representative here, a black minister? Is he | 
in favor of the total or partial repeal of the fugi- | 
tive slave law? [Cries of “‘Order!’? ‘Call the 
roll!” 

Mr_MORGAN, I insist that all this is out of | 
order, according to the decision just made and | 
under the resolution of the House. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I should like | 
the gentleman from South Carolina to give way | 
to me to let me ask some questions of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson.] [Loud 
cries of ** Order!”’ 

Mr. BOYCE. Does the gentleman from Mas- | 
sachusetts refuse to answer my questions? 

[Mr. Banxs obtained the floor amidst loud 
= of “*Hear him!” ‘Order!”? ‘* Call the | 
roll!” 

The CLERK: The Clerk would remark that, | 
there being no proposition before the House, he | 
thinks the gentleman from South Carolina is out 
of order. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the gentleman from 
Massachusetts will be heard. He has taken the 
floor. [Cries of ** Hear him !’’] 

Mr. BOYCE. I have one more question to 
ask. Is the gentleman from Massachusetts in 
favor of an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States to abolish slavery in the States? 
Now will he answer me. 

Mr. BANKS. I know my friend from South 





j 
| 
| 


|| shail, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Mill- 
| son, M 


lina that I shall profit by thatexample. [Laugh- 
ter and applause. 

Mr. F OREN E. Mr. Clerk, I desire to offer 
aresolution. It will not require immediate action. 
I wani it to be read, so that it may be considered 
and acted upon after there has been a vote. I 
will read it myself: 

That to-morrow, the 25th instant, being Christmas— 
{roars of laughter, ] 


And very likely to be a happy one, judging 


—a day held in holy veneration by Christian men as the 
advent of the Savior of the world, [renewed laughter, } and 
being regarded and Kept as a holiday almost universally, it 


is ordered that, to enable all who desire to participate in the || 


religious observances or secular festivities of the day, the | 
members of the House of Representatives of the United | 
States will not assemble again, after the adjournment to-day, | 
until Thursday, the 27th instant, at meridian. 


Mr. BROOKS. I move to lay the resolution 





I am also willing to “ let the Union slide’’—ay, 
sir, to aid in making it slide. He assumes the 
position, that if the doctrines which we pro- 
slavery men, and as | think, constitutiona! men, of 
the country hold, shall obtain, then he is willing to 
let this Government go by the beard. I hesitate 
not to say, that if his construction of the consti- 
tutional power of Congress over the Territories 





| shall prevail in this country, | for one heartily 
| indorse the sentiment of the Massachusetts leader. 


I have been taunted at home with being a little 
| too national. My patriotism and my duty tomy 
| fellow-men cungel tan to do all that I can to 
| preserve this Governmeng, so long as it is ad- 

ministered according to the intent and meaning 
of the Constitution. With this view, and for this 
purpose, I cheerfully favor the election of my friend 
| from Illinois, [Mr. Ricnarpson,] who | know 
| to be a cgnstitutional States-Rights Democrat, 





The CLERK. The resolution is not before 
the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is not a resolution, but a | 
mere motion. [Cries of ** Call the roll!’’] 

Mr. FLORENCE. It is a common platform 
upon which you can allagree. [Laughter. ] 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll on 
the sixty-eighth vote for Speaker, with the fol- 
lowing result: Whole number of votes cast, 215; 
necessary to a choice, 108; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received......... Jom taco euiseeden 
William A. Richardson ..».ccecesedsivece tects Sk 
Henry M. Fuller..... bd SEspacheancan coneacpecscess OL 
Alexander C. M. Pennington.....cccccsccesscecee 4 
Benjamin F. Leiter. .....ccescesses Ge cece sacteoce 2 
Samen Tas Orrasce cic ceseccncssa Swbet beccee covetss 2 
Lewis D. Campbell............. eve secccecces peed i 
Nathaniel G. Foster .....eseeees 000 eddaoceueeme. dD” 
Samuel 8S. Marshall.........ccceee nedauee Sapeenate. 0 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Ball, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brad- 
shaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Camp- | 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, 
Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Emrie, 
Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Rob- 
ert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valen- 
tine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, Mc- 


Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, 
Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
Ritchie, Robbins, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, 
Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring- 
ton, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson— Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry S. Bennett, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R.W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, 
Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Au- 
| gustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Her- 
bert, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Mar- 


ordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, 
Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel 
A. Smith, Wiltiam Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, 
Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Winskc 
V. Weight. 
For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, om Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 








Carolina well. I have listened iently to his 
interrogatories. I have noticed the course which 
he has pursued in this 


steadily and persistently voted, Mr. Ricuarpson, 


when similar inquiries were addressed to him, || 


replied that, inasmuch as he was a candidate, and 
the gentleman addressing him was not, the latter 


respond. I thought it a sensible conclusion, and 
I notify my honorable friend from South Caro- 





Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alex- 


Carty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, | 


ow, and John | 


| and true to the rights of the peopie in regard to 


|| their ey of every description, and every- 


| where. For the same reasons I favor the repre- 
| sentation of my State in the Cincinnati conven- 
_ tion, believing, as I do, that the Democratic 
| party is now purged of the Free-Soi! element 
| which heretofore polluted it, and is ready to stand 
| by the resolution which is the platform of the 
| Democrats of this House. 

But, sir, things are taking a course here which, 
I confess, is music to my ear. It is well that 
gentlemen should understand each other, and I 
think that | understand the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts and the parcy of which he is the ac- 
knowledged leader. If they have a fixed determ- 
ination to carry out their ends, | want to know 
it, and | want my constituents to knowit. Iam 
far from rejoicing in the fact that sectional divisions 
| are threatening to rend the country in twain; but 
| knowing that the principles of the Republican 
| party, if carried to their legitimate consequences, 
must so result, I do rejoice that they have the 
manliness to tell us frankly what their feelings 
| and purposes are, in order that my people may 
distinctly understand them and be prepared to 
| meet them. Doubt and uncertainty are painful 
| to me, and I and my people want repose. We 
| have been badgered and bedeviled long enough, 
and we want an issue, clear, distinct, stern, and 
unbending. 

When Free-Soilers tell me of the sinfulness 
and immorality of slavery, I reply to them that 
| they are its accomplices; that the receiver is ‘as 
bad as the thief; and that, until they cease to use 
and consume the products of slave labor, and un- 
til they elevate their free negro population to the 
| Utopian standard which they have raised for the 
slave, I tell them their talk is but cant and hy- 


eae But, sir, when they make a distinct, 
| tangible issue upon the constitutional rights of 


the South, then I know where to find them. All 
| L ask of gentlemen is to make their issue boldly— 
| make it here. Here is the place to make ‘it, and 
| the place to meet it. I never could understand 
| the magnanimity or chivalry of southern gentle- 
| men, who are content to wear the honors of the 

country in times of peace, but who propose to 
| leave this Hall and fly to their constituents when 
| dangers threaten. Sir, we sre their appointed 


| leaders, and when resistance becomes virtuous 








ander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, 
Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Rivers, William R. Smith, 
Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whit- 
ney, and Zollicoffer. 
‘or Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Edwards, Harrison, Ha- 

ven, and Scott. 

For Mr. Leiter—Messrs. Dunn and Moore. 

For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Williams and Evans. 

For Mr. Campbell—Mr. Edie. 

For Mr. Foster—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Marshall—Mr. Riehardson. 


Pending the call of the roll— 
Mr. BROOKS said: Before I cast my vote I 
desire to make a few remarks in reference to the 
> which was propounded by the member 
rom Virginia [Mr. Smiru} to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxs.] 





| 


ith due defer- 


| ence to gentlemen upon my side of the House, I 
rotracted contest; and I || 
remember that the candidate for whom he has | 


must say that I regard the questions propounded 
to the former gentleman asilliberal. I know not 
| what political — is intended to be made by 

the questions. I do not understand indirection 


| or wire-pulling, nor wish to understand either. 
|| The gentleman from Massachusetts has an- 
had the advantage of him, and he should not | 





nounced to the world that, in certain contingen- 


|| cies, he is willing to “let the Union slide.’’ 


_ Now, sir, let his contingencies be reversed, and 


| we are the very men who should first display it. 
We are standing upon slave territory, surround- 
ed by slave States, and pride, honor, patriotism, 
all command us, if a battle is to be fought, to 
fight it here upon this floor. I indulge in no vie- 
lence, in no threat; but | appeal to gentlemen on 
the other side to come out like men, make their 
issue boldly—command our respect their man- 
| hood, and be to us foemen worthy of our steel. 
Mr. SHORTER also said: I ask the indul- 
gence of the House to say that I have taken no 
part, thus far, in the discussion upon the subject 
of an organization. I stand here belonging to no 
faction. I belong neither to the house of York 
or Lancaster. 1 wear neither the “ white’? nor 
‘‘red rose.’? I occupy a position entirely inde- 
pendent, so far as the two great national parties 
of the country are concerned. Since the voting 
commenced, I have nearly all the time cast my 
vote for Mr. Ricuarpson. I have done so, be- 
| cause I approve of the platform upon which he 
stands; and I say here, and I wish the country 
to understand it, that if there were any chance to 
/ secure the election of Mr. Ricuarpson by my 
continuing to vote for him, I would remain and 
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cast my ballot for him until the expiration of our | 


congressional term. 


But I desire that this House | 


should be organized; and I want it organized | 


under conservative influences. I wishto save the 
country from the disgrace—and by the employ- 
ment of that term I mean nothing personally 
offensive to the distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Banks]—I desire to save 
this country from the disgrace of the election of 
aman to preside over this body who occupies 
the position which has been assigned to that gen- 
tleman to-day. Coming from the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, as he does, and boasting upon this 
floor that he represen 


insult to my section of the country to elevate him 
to the speakership of this House. I do not be- 
lieve that the State of Massachusetts, which has 
nullified the fugitive slave law, and which has 
trampled under footthe rights of my constituents— 
I say I do not believe, under the Constitution, 
and the true theory of our Government, that the 


the strongest anti-slavery | 
district in the United States, | say it would be an | 


State of Massachusetts to-day belongs to the | 


Union. AndI take this occasion to say further, 
that wher this House is organized, if it ever 
should be, I intend, if no one else does it, to in- 


troduce a resolution to the effect that no gentle- | 
man, sustaining the position of the gentleman 


from Massachusetts, and no Representative from 


that State, is entitled to hold a seat upon this floor. | 


[| Laughter. ] 
1 have said that heretofore I have voted for 
Mr. Ricwarpson. 


understand his history. I find that numbers 


of our political friends here have expressed a | 


desire to meet the sound conservative men of this 
House in council, in order to agree upon a third 
man to be supported for the speakership. As 
far as I am concerned, not abandoning in the 
least my opposition to the Philadelphia platform, 
as laiddown by the American party—not renounc- 
ing my attachment to the principles of the Repub- 
lican State-Rights party—without abandoning the 
ground upon which I was elected, I say that upon 


the main question here—the question whether | 
or not the Missouri compromise line shall be | 
reéstablished, which is paramount to all other) 
—— am willing to meet every man upon | 


this floor who oceupies my position on this question, 


in order to agree upon some sound conservative | 


man to be supported for the speakership. The 


time has come when it is necessary for us, the | 
sound conservative men of the House, who agree | 
rinciple of acquiescence in the 


upon the great 
existing laws of the United States, upon the sub- 
ject of slavery, and who are opposed to the 
restoration of the Missouri compromise line, to 
come together and to act together until an organ- 
ization is effected. 

1 um willing to sacrifice my predilections, and, 
if necessary, cease voting for 
and | have no doubt that that gentleman is him- 
self perfectly willing to withdraw his name from 
the candidacy whenever it becomes manifest that 
a third party, professing the same political prin- 
ciples which he professes to be guided by, but 
who will be untrammeled by caucus nomina- 
tions, may stand a better chance of election than 


himself, “If we can select a third party who will | 


be perfeetly satisfactory to the sound conserva- 
tive men on this floor, then I have no doubt but 
that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricnarp- 
son} will consider it a pride and pleasure to 
withdraw h¥s name from the consideration of this 
House. 

Mr. ELLIOTT. 
tleman from Alabama [Mr. Suortrer}] whom he 
has voted for thus far? 

Mr. SHORTER. I have voted for Mr. Ricn- 
ARDSON every time, except on two or three ballots, 


when | voted for the gentleman from South Caro- | 


lina, for whom | intend to cast my vote again. 

Mr. ELLIOTT. If you do not vote for him 
now, | will never abandon him—never. 

Mr. SHORTER. I make no issue, Mr. 
Clerk, with the honorable gentleman on my 
right, (Mr. Ex.iorr,) or with any one occupy- 
ing the position which he does in this matter; 
and in order to show that I am guided by prin- 
ciple in what I poopenns I will state this: that if 
my abandoning Mr. Ricnarpson at this crisis 
shall induce even that gentleman (Mr. Exiuiorr] 
to leave us, I will not abandon him. But I am 


I have no personal or po- | 
litical objections to that gentleman, so far as I | 


r. RicHarpDson; | 


I would inquire of the gen- | 


j 
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the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Stewart 
this morning, which invites to meet in council 


in favor of that part of the resolutions offered a 


here, all men who stand on the same high con- | 


stitutional platform on these questions on which 
we stand. Therefore, inasmuch as the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Ex.sorr] objects to 
my abandoning Mr. Ricnarpson at this crisis, 
and inasmuch as he refuses, under any cireum- 
stances, to vote for a third man if I vote against 
Mr. Ricnarpson now; and anxious as I am to 
secure the hearty codperation of all who agree 
upon the great question in issue here, I abandon 
for the present the intention with which I rose, 
and I again vote for Mr. Ricnarpson. [Laugh- 
ter and applause. } 

After the announcement of the vote as above 
recorded— 

Mr. NICHOLS. I now rise for the purpose 
of renewing the proposition of my colleague 
from Ohio, {Mr. premigin, made on Saturday, 
which was voted down. I ask for the reading 
of the resolution, and call for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The resolution was reported, as follows: 


voce for a Speaker of the Thirty-Fourth Congress ; and the 
member having the highest number of votes, provided it be 
a majority of a quorum, shall be declared to be elected 
Speaker. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 


lution on the table. 


Mr. PHELPS. And on that motion I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and there were—yeas 
114, nays 101; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. 
Bennett, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Broom, Burnett, Cad- 
walader, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry 
Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Ed- 
wards, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, 
Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
Herbert, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, 
Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Me- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, Morde- 
eai Oiiver, Orr, Paine Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Prin- 
Fle, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Richardson, Rivers, 
Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, Seward, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith,William R. Smith, Sneed, 
Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Un- 
derwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 
Whitney, Winslow, John V. Wright, and Zoliicofler—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flag- 
ler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. 
Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. 
Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, 
Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Purviance, Ritchie, Rob- 
bins, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, "Rhurs- 
ton, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman,Wa! bridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Williams, Wood, Woodruff, 
and Woodworth—101, 


So the resolution of Mr. Nicnoxs was laid on 
the table. 


Mr. ORR. I move that when this House ad- 
journs it adjourn to meet on Thursday next. 
(Cries of ** Say Friday !’’] 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
tion I demand the yeas and nays. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina that we have no 
power to adjourn over; thatif a majority of the 
members of this House should come here to- 
morrow, notwithstanding an adjournment over, 
and elect a Speaker, they would have as perfect 
a right todo so as if we had passed no resolution 
of the kind. 

Mr. ORR. The Speaker elected under such 
circumstances would find that ‘* Jordan is a hard 
road to travel!’’ [Shouts of laughter.] 

Mr. FLORENCE. I think so too. A pretty 
example it would be for Christian men to present 
to the country! (Continued laughter.] 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the mo- 
tion to adjourn over. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 


I move to lay the reso- 


On that mo- 


Resolved, That the House will aow proceed to vote viva | 





—— —- --—-- —- — 


| 
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|morrow. Iam willing to vote for that; but | am 


| poses that I should modify my motion and mov, 


| Thursday. 


South Carolina refuses to modify his proposition, 


| proposes to adjourn to Wednesday, and another 





I move to amend | 


December 24 


ie ’ 





the resolution of the gentleman from South C,,, 
lina, by inserting Friday instead of Thursday oH 
Mr. ORR. ‘I do not believe that we could | 
gally adjourn over to Friday. 

r. DAVIS. Then I withdraw my motiog ; 
amend. : 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 would ask 1), 
gentleman from South Carolina to modify his 
proposition, and to move that when the House ag. 
journs it adjourn to meet on Wednesday ney, 
i think that we should, perhaps, adjourn over to, 


not willing to vote for alonger adjournment, 

Mr. ORR. My friend from Tennessee pro. 
to adjourn over till Wednesday. I prefer to gq. 
here to my first proposition, that we should aq. 
journ to meeton Thursday. The House hast). 
chance of deciding between Wednesday apd 


Mr. JONES. Then, if the gentleman from 


I move to strike Se ee and to insert Wed. 
nesday. (Cries of ‘* Agreed!’’] 

The CLERK announced that the vote woulg 
be on the amendmentof the gentleman from Tep. 
nessee, [Mr. Jones. ] 

Mr. STEPHENS. I would suggest, My. 
Clerk, that the proper course is to put the ques. 
tion first on the longest time. If one gentleman 









gentleman proposes to @djourn to Thursday, the 
arliamentary law requires that the question be 
first put on the longest term. 

The CLERK acquiesced in that proposition. 

Mr. JONES. he gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Orr] makes a proposition to this 
House. I move to strike out a part of it, and 
insert something else instead; the yeas and nays 
are called on the question; must not the question 
be first on my amendment? 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that the gen. 
tleman from Tennessce [Mr. Jones] is right. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Be good enough, 
then, to state the question before the House. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from South 
Carolina moves that when the House adjourns it 
adjourn to meet again on Thursday next. The 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. J ONES] moves 
to strike out Thursday and insert, in lieu thereof, 
Wednesday. The question is on the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SMITH. I will only say that we may as 
well not adjourn at all, if we do not adjourn till 
Thursday, because otherwise I cannot go home, 
[laughter,] and I suppose there are a good many 
gentlemen here similarly circumstanced. 

Mr. JONES. I would say to the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Smirn,] that I am not voting 
for this adjournment for the mere purpose of 

iving qeillemen who have been elected and sent 
lave to discharge their duties as Representatives, 
an opportunity to go home and visit their friends 
and families; but itis from a respect to the day 
that I propose to adjourn over to-morrow. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I would like to ask the 
gentleman from Tennessee a single question. 

Mr. JONES. I am ready to hear it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I want to know how gen- 
tlemen who desire to go home, and participate in 
the observances and festivities of the day, and 
who have to travel one hundred and forty miles 
to do so, can, without injury to themselves, come 
back so as to be here on Wednesday? If they 
desire to go home and icipate in the observ- 
ances of the day with their families and friends, 
as is their custom, they should at least have till 
Thursday to return. 

Mr. JONES. [ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Fiorence} if he is willing to give 

e gentlemen from California and Oregon and 
Washington Territories, time, oF an adjourn- 
ment, to go home and return here? ; 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well, the question 1s 
ceed put, and I will answer it. I do not know 

ut that I would give them that opportunity; not 
at this time, however, but at a more convenicnt 
and _— season. ([Laughter.] 

The question being put on Mr. Jones’s amend- 
ment, 

Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL said: 
I think, Mr. Clerk, that that is an unfair mode 
of taking the question. I that the ques- 
tion be taken on the longest time first. 
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“The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that ine 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee 


‘Mr. Jones] is in order; and the House is now | 
os 





eveding to vote on that amendment. 

Mr. JONES. I think, Mr. Clerk, that if no 
time were specified in the original motion, and if | 
then Wednesday were proposed, and Thursday | 
were proposed, and Friday were Ss the | 
question ought to be put to the House first on 

ie longest time; but where there is a proposi- | 
tion before the House with a specified day in it, 
then it is certainly in order to strike out that and 
insert some other day; and the question should 
first be taken on that amendment. 

Mr. GROW. In filling blanks the longest 
time and 'irgest amount ought to be put first. 

The .ERK. So the Clerk understands. 

Mr. ORR. If it be necessary for me to make 
my motion in such a shape as to put it in order 
to meet the views of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, (Mr. Jones,] I will propose that when the 
House adjourns itadjourn to meet on (blank) day. 
The gentlemen may then fill up the blank with 
whatever days they propose, and the question 
will be put first on the longest time. 

Mr. JONES. Thatisno motion at all. There 
can be no adjournment over withouta day named. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I rise, Mr. Clerk, to the 
point of order which I first made. Do I under- 
stand the Clerk to have overruled that point of 
order? ; : 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks, with the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jonxs,] that the 
question ought to be put first on the amendment, 
in the shape in which the resolution then stood. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then I read from Jeffer- 
son’s Manual, page 100, what is the parliament- 
tary law on this point: 

“In all cases*of time or number, we must consider 
whether the larger comprehends the lesser, as in a question 
to what day a postponement shall be, the number of a com- 
mittee, amount of a fine, term of an imprisonment, term 


of irredeemability of a loan, or the terminus in quiem in any 
other case; then the question must begin @ maximo. Or 


pr 





whether the lesser includes the greater, as in questions on |) 


the limitation of the rate of interest, or what day the session | 


shall be closed by adjournment, or what day tie next shall || 


commence, when an act shall commence, or the termi- 
nus a quo in any other case where the question must begin | 
aminimo ; the object being not to begin at that extreme | 
which, and more, being within every man’s wish, no one 
could negative it, and yet if he should vote in the affirma- 
tive, every question for more would be precluded; but at | 
that extreme which would unite few, and then to advance | 
or recede till you get to a number which will unite a bare 
majority.”? 

Mr. JONES. Well, but where the number, | 
amount, or time, is specified in the proposition | 
before the House, and where an amendment is 
offered —— 

Mr.STEPHENS. The question on the longest 
term must be first put. 

The CLERK. The Clerk is in doubt as to the | 
proper construction of the Manual, and submits 
the question to the House, he not having, of | 
course, any power to enforce his judgment. But | 
he would suggest to the gentleman from South | 
Carolina [Mr. Orr] that he should so amend his | 


; : * 
resolution as to include the proposition of the 
| 


gentleman from Tennessee, or else let the ques- | 
tion come up in the order proposed by the gen- | 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Sternens.] | 
Mr. MILLSON. It is undoubtedly competent | 
for the gentleman from South Carolina to intro- | 
duce his resolution in blank, and at the same 
ume move to fill the blank with ** Thursday.’’ | 
Then if another gentleman moves to fill it with | 
another day, the parliamentary rule requires that 
the question must be first put upon the longest 
day. Itis also true, as the gentleman from Ten- 
hessee says, that when the original resolution is 
introduced, naming the day, and another mem- 
ber proposes to amend the resolution by altering 
the day, whether for a longer or shorter period, | 
the question must be first taken upon the amend- 
ment. But now, I understand, the gentleman | 
from South Carolina (Mr. Orr] introduces his | 
resolution in blank, and at the same time moves | 
to fill the blank with Thursday. The gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] then moves to fill 
the blank with Wednesday. The parliamentary 
rule in that case, as the gentleman from Georgia 
has stated, requires that the question must first 


be put upon the longest day. 
Mr. JONES. Iam surprised that the gentle- 
man from Virginia, who has just taken his seat, 


should have fallen into the mistake, which, upon 


| but he will remember that we are acting now || 


| inserting Thursday. 


| tion upon the longest time first, that would 
| been the proper course to pursue. 





| the longest time. 
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reflection, I think he will see he is laboring under. 
The gentleman from South Carolina cannot make 
a proposition, and, at the same time, move to 
amend it. _He may offer his proposition, and, at | 
any time before the House has taken action upon | 
it, modify it as he may think proper; but still it | 
is his proposition, and cannot be voted upon as 
an amendment. He may move, that when the 
House adjourns it adjourn to meet on Thursday, 
and then he may amend it by inserting Wednes- || 
day. But to move that when the House adjourns 
it adjourn to meet on day, would be no | 
8g Bremer at all, and, in my opinion, could not || 
»€ entertained. i] 
Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman is undoubt- | 
edly correct under the old rules of the House; 


under parliamentary law; and, under that law, it 
is competent for a member to introduce a propo- | 
sition in blank, and then move to fill the blank. 
Mr. JONES. I understand parliamentary law 
and the law of common sense to be against the || 
argument of the gentleman. Now, sir, the gen- | 
tieman from South Carolina might have moved 
that when the House adjourns it adjourn to meet | 
on Wednesday next, and then some of his friends | 
who desired a longer period might have moved to | 
strike out** Wednesday ’’and insert ** Thursday.” 
Then the question would have been first upon 
Whatever is the determina- 
tion of the House, if it is desired to put the _— 1] 





lave || 


} 
| 
| 
} 


Mr. ORR. I did not suppose, when I*made 
the motion, that it would give rise to this discus- 
sion upon parliamentary law. It seems to me 
proper that the question should be first taken upon 
jut if the parliamentary law | 
is as the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] || 
has suggested, to obviate all difficulty upon the 
subject, I will withdraw my motion, and allow | 
my colleague to make it. 

Mr. KEITT. 
House adjourns it adjourn to meet on Wednes- || 
day next. \| 

Mr. ORR. I move to amend the motion by || 
a out ** Wednesday” and inserting ‘*Thurs- || 

a | 2 | 

Ir. NICHOLS. 
motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sace and || 
Keirt appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 61, noes 104. | 

So the House refused to adjourn over until || 
Thursday. 

The question then recurred upon the motion to 
adjourn until Wednesday. 

Mr. KEITT. [ withdraw the motion; let the 
House meet to-morrow. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I renew the motion, that 
when the House adjourns it adjourn to meet on 
Wednesday next, at twelve dick: 

‘The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered. | 


I now move that when this || 


I demand tellers upon the |} 





| 
| 


it 


The question was taken upon Mr. FLorence’s || 


| dent’s message. 
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Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Morgan, Morrill, 
Mott, Murray, Pearce, Peiton, Perry, Pike, Purvianee, Per 
year, Robbins, Robison, Rust, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Seward, 
immons, Spinner, Stanton; Stranahan, ppan, Thoring- 

ton, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wakeman, Wailbridge, Wal- 
dron, Warmer, Cadwalader C. Washbarne, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson ,W ood, and Woodruff —06. 

So the House agreed to adjourn over to Wed- 
nesday. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. MACE. Upon that motion I demand 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mace and 
Waker appointed, 

The question was taken, and the tellers report- 


I move that 


| ed—ayes 111, noes 40. 


So the motion was agreed to, and thereupon 
(at three o’clock ) the House adjourned until Wed- 


| nesday next, at twelve o’clock, m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepyespay, December 26, 1855. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of Monday was read and approved, 
{Cries of ‘* Call the roll!’’ “Go on with the 
vote for Speaker !”’ 
Mr. KNIGHT. Mr. Clerk, I shall not inter- 
fere with the call of the roll very long. I rise for 


the purpose of submitting a motion to the con- 
. oe 7 
| sideration of the House. 


L have not, as yet, 


| spoken on this question of organization; | do not 


propose to do so now, further than to say a few 
words in preface to my proposition. ‘There has 


| been a general anxiety expressed on both sides 


of the House to come to an organization, and I 


take it that members are serious in their wish for 


the attainment of so desirable a result. We are 
now in the fourth week of the session without 


| a Speaker elected, without an organization of 


Congress, which is necessarily preliminary to the 
publication of the condition of our affairs, foreign 
and internal, through the medium of the Presi- 
The resolution which I send to 
the Clerk’s desk will, in my judgment, if adopted, 
effect an organization of the House during the 
present week: 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolwed, That this House will continue to vote viva voce, 


| and without debate, fora Speaker to-day, to-morrow, and 


to the conclusion of the first vote on Friday next, if an 
election shall not sooner be made; but if there shall be no 
election on the said first trial on Friday, then the House 


| will proceed to a second trial on said day, when the person 


who shall be highest in said vote, and shall have a majority 
of a quorum, shall be the Speaker of the Thirty-Fourth 
Congress. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I move to lay the reso- 
lution on the table, and on that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Before the vote is taken, 
let me suggest to the House this 


The CLERK. Under the order of the House, 





no debate can take place on the motion to lay on 


the table. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. Iam aware of that. I 


rise to make a privileged motion. I move, be- 


motion, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 115, || fore the question is taken on the motion of the 


nays 96; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. | 
Bennett, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Broom, Bumett, | 
Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Lewis D, Campbell, Ca- 
ruthers, Caskie, Bayard Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Henry | 
Winter Davis, Dick, Dowdell, Edmundson, Edwards, Eus- 
tis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gilbert, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, | 
Augustus Hall, Robert B. Hail, J. Morrisun Harris, Samp- 
son W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Valentine B. | 
Horton, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Knox, Lake, Letch- 
er, Lindley, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, Max- 
well, MeMullin, Millson, Millward, Nichols, Norton, An- | 
drew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Paine, Parker, Peck, 
Pennington, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Pringle, Quitman, | 
Reade, Ready, Richardson, Ritchie, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Sav Sherman, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stew- 


gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. Baruspate| 
to lay on the table, that there be a call of the 
House. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I second that motion. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I suggest that there is no 
such motion as that made by the gentleman from 
Tennessee known to the parliamentary law. We 
are not now acting under the rules of the House, 
but under the parliamentary law. 

TheCLERK. According to the parliamentary 
law, in a call of the House cach member rises in his 
place as he is called, and the absentees are then 
the only ones noticed. The Clerk thinks that 
the motion is also in order under the Canstitution 
of the United States. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If there be a call 
of the House, as I understand, we shall have no 
power to send for the absentees and compel their 





art, Swope, Talbott, ‘Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, | 

Valk, Wade, Walker, Watkins, Wells, Whitney,Winslow, | 

Woodworth, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—115. 

NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- 

clay, Henry Bennett ne mana Brad- 
thngton, 





shaw, Brenton, Bu urlingamge, James H. Camp- 
bell, Carlile, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Com- 
ins, C , Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Damrel!, Timothy 
Davis, Day, Dean, Denver, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, English, Etheridge, Flagler, | 
Galloway Giddings, Granger, Harlan, Herbert, Holieway, | 
Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, 


Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Leiter, McCarty, McQueen, | 


attendance. If the roll be called on the motion to 
lay on the table, it amounts to the same thing. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. As there seems to be 
some objection to my motion, I will withdraw it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay 
on the table, and it was agreed to—yeas 1U0, 
nays 94; as follows: 

YEAS —Mesasrs. Aiken, Alien, Barksdale, Geil, Henry 8. 
Bennett, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Broom,Cad tvalader, John 
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P. Campbell, Lewis D.Campbell, Carlile, Garuthers,Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eth- 
eridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry 
M. Futter, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Au- 
gustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Houston, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, 
Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc- 
Mullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Paine, Peck, Porter, Powell, Pringle, 
Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Richardson, Rivers, 
Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, Seward, Shorter, 
William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Tay- 
lor, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker,Warner,Wat- 
kins, Whitney, Winslow, John V. Wright, and Zollicotfer— 


N AVYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Bren 
ton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Chaffee, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, 
Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dick 
son, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Gallo- 
way, Giddings, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
Holloway, Thomas RK. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How 
ard, Hughston, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Leiter, Mace, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Purvianee, Ritchie, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, 
Spinner, Stanton, stranahan, Tappan, Thoringion, Thurs 
ton, Todd, Trafton, Wade,Wakeman, Walbridge,Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Isracl 
Washburn, Watson, W ood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—4. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Previous to the announcement of the result of 
the above vote, Mr. Marresow stated that he 
had paired off with Mr. Samira, of Virginia; and 
that he would have voted no, and the gentleman 
frore Virginia ay. 

Mr. PURVIANCE. Mr. Clerk, I offer the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That until a Speaker is elected, the members 
of this House will hereafter continue to vote therefor from 
twelve, m., to six, p. m., of each day; and that al) further 
discussion, personal explanation, and reason for voting or 
changing votes, shall be prohibited until said election has 
been effected. 

Mr. McMULLIN: I move that the resolution 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I trust that the gen- 
tleman from Virginia will allow the proposition 
to be divided, so that the House may first take a 
vote on the first branch of it. I appcove of the 
first part of the resolution, and would be per- 
fectly willing to insert twelve o’clock, midnight, 
in place of six o’clock, p.m. I think the House 
ought to continue to vote until the Speaker is 
elected. Let the motion to lay on the table be 
withdrawn, and I will ask for a division of the 
question. I shall give my vote for the first 
branch of the resolution. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I withdraw my motion to 
lay the resolution on the table, and ask that it 
may be again read by the Clerk. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Clerk, with due def- 
erence to my friend from Georgia, I cannot con- 
sent to the adoption of any branch of that resolu- 
tion. Itis perfectly competent for the House to 
continue voting for Speaker from six to eight 
hours each day. The adoption of the resolu- 
tion is therefore wholly unnecessary. The gen- 
tleman from Georgia, (Mr. Cons,] as well as the 
ee who introduced the resolution, [Mr. 

*URVIANCE,] know full well that, when the House 
is disinclined to vote, no vote can be had. I am 
as anxious to proceed with our voting as either 

entleman, or any gentleman upon this floor; but 

do think that these propositions are unnecessary 
anda useless consumption of ourtime. Therefore, 
with due deference to the judgment of the gen- 
Ueman from Georgia, I renew my motion to lay 
the resolution on the table. I hope that the mo- 
tion may be agreed to, 

Mr. STANTON, Idemand the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay on the table. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. ALLISON, . 1 demand tellers on the 
motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cutten and 
Co.rax were appointed. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay 
on the table, and it was agreed to; the tellers 
having reported—ayes 90, noes 87. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 


Mr. SAGE. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That until a Speaker is elected, the members 
of this House will hereafter continue to vote therefor from 
twelve o’clock, m., to four, p. m., of each day; and that all 
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further discussion, personal explanation, and reasons for 
| voting and changing votes, shall be prohibited until said 
election is effected. 

Mr. CARLILE. I move toamend_by striking 
out all after the words, ‘* each day.” 

Mr. STANTON. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Caruive,] that he 
should move to insert, in lieu of what he proposes 
| tostrike out, the words, ‘‘ and no motion toadjourn 
/at an earlier hour shall be in order.’’ nless 
that is added, it will certainly amount to nothing. 

Mr. LEITER. Do I understand the gentle- 
man from New York to offer a resolution that 
| has just been laid upon the table? 

The CLERK. It is substantially the same 
resolution, but the gentleman from New York 
has made an alteration in it. 

| Mr. LEITER. Well, has the gentleman from 
New York, or any other gentleman, a right to do 
that—to reoffer a resolution which has just been 
laid upon the table? 

The CLERK. He offers it as a new proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. LEITER. Can he do that? 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks he can; it is 
substantially a new proposition. 

Mr. SAGE. In order to meet the views of 
gentlemen on both sides of the House, I accept 
the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Caruite. | 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire the attention of 
the House fora moment. This resolution is but 
caleulated to consume time unnecessarily—per- 
fectly unnecessarily; and, moreover, it bears upon 
its face the principle of the gag law, to which I 
am utterly opposed 


I again appeal to gentlemen to know if it is not | 


now perfectly competent for us to come here and 
vote from one to six hours? Where, then, is the 
necessity for the adoption of any such resolution? 
It is perfectly idle. 

Iask you, Mr. Clerk, and I ask every gentle- 
man of this House, if it is not perfectly compe- 
tent at any time for any member of the House to 
move to adjourn, irrespective of any such resolu- 

| tion as this, should it be adopted? I say that it 

| is. You cannot tie upthe hands of members here. 
When gentlemen desire to adjourn, they will ad- 
journ. Suppose this resolution should be adopted, 
and suppose that, after its adoption, some member 

'should rise and move an adjournment. I ask 

| you, Mr. Clerk, if you would not entertain that 
motion? A motion to adjourn is at all times in 
order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask the 
gentleman from Virginia why a motion to ad- 
journ is at all times im order? 

Mr. MceMULLIN. 
law and common sense make it so. 

Mr. JONES. Because the rules of the House 

| made it so when you had rules; and I suppose 

that, if this House should think proper to a ot 
a regulation that no motion to adjourn should be 
in order till a particular hour of the day, the 
| Clerk, or the Speaker, if elected, would not enter- 
tain the motion before that time. The House 
has express authority under the Constitution to 
make the necessary rules and regulations for their 
government, and that is one of the rules which 
they can make. 

Mr. McMULLIN. But the question comes 
up here whether this House is competent to make 
any rules until a Speaker is elected, except in 
matters relating to the.organization of the House. 
| That is a debatable question, and one I am not 
| disposed to raise now. But I doubt very much, 

with all due deference to the judgment of the 
| gentleman from Tennessee, whether it is compe- 
| tent for this House to adopt any proposition not 
ertaining to the organization of the House. 
Howayer, I shall content myself with submitting 
a motion to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. PECK. I would suggest to the mover of 

the resolution, that he should so modify it as to 
| limit the restriction of debate to the time provided 
| therein for voting. 
| Mr. BOCOCK. There is nothing about debate 
in it now. 
| Mr. PECK. *Has that part been stricken out? 
| Mr. BOCOCK. It has. 
| Mr. PECK. Then I have nothing further to 


ay. 
Mr. STANTON. I ask for tellers on the 
| pending motion. 
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eg ernie unt ee mand eee 
The CLERK appointed Messrs. McMy,,. 
| and Wasusurn of Sloduns tellers. | Tout, 
|| The question was taken on Mr, MeMeity" 
| motion, and the tellers reported—ayes 76, noes 8. 
| So the House refused to lay the resolution o, 
the table. . 
Mr. LETCHER. I move to amend the meee, 
| lution by adding thereto the words: * unless 
| majority of the House desire to have debate . 
| to adjourn at an earlier hour.’’ With that amend. 
| ment the resolution will be entirely Satisfactory 
itome. [Laughter.] y 
| Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I presume that th 
gentleman from Virginia does not seriously desir. 
a vote upon his amendment, and I submit to t}, 
Clerk whether or not the original proposition jg 
divisible. I entertain no doubt upon the Subject 
myself; and, if the Clerk holds that it is, f ag, 
| for a division, so that the vote may be takey on 
the first part with reference to the adjournment, 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is all there is of jy, 
The latter part of the resolution has been with. 
| drawn. 

Mr. COBB. Very well; then I have no prop- 
| osition to make. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There may be some douhy 
as to the proper construction of that resolution, 
'and IJ, therefore, ask the gentleman from New 
York if he will modify it so that it shall read, 
** shall continue in session,’’ instead of “ cop. 
tinue to vote,’’ so as to leave it discretionary with 
members whether or not debate under the tep. 
minute rule shall be had? I did not understand, 
Mr. Clerk, when I favored that resolution as far 
| as I have done so, that it was intended thereby to 
cut off the ten-minute debate to which we have 
been limited. Ifsuch is the purpose of the mover 
of the resolution, and such the effect of it, I shall 
| Vote against it. My object was -to go with the 
/mover of the resolution so far as to keep the 
| House in session for four hours each day. Jam 
| willing to give my aid in accomplishing that; but 
| I am not willing to cut off the ten-minute debate, 
| to which we have been reduced by the adoption 

of the motion of the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Quirman.] Therefore, if the gentle- 
man does not see fit to modify his resolution so 
as to meet my views, I shall propose to strike out 
the words contained in the resolution, and to 
insert in lieu thereof such as will embody my 
views; that is, such as will provide that this body 
shall remain in session, each day, until four 
o'clock. 

Mr. COBB. It seems that the action of the 
House has already put a construction upon the 
resolution. The resolution, as originally offered, 
contained a provision which precluded any debate 
whatever, and, by striking out that part of it, the 
House has put upon the resolution this construc- 
tion, viz: that the House will continue to vote for 
Speaker, subject to the rules under which we are 
now acting. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would say to the gentle- 
man, that the original resolution not only pro- 
posed to close all debate, but to continue in session 
until siz o’clock, and that may be the reason why 
the House laid that resolution upon the table. 
If such was the case, it is not correct that the 
House has placed upon the resolution the con- 
struction which is contended for by the gentleman 
| from Georgia, [Mr. Cons.] Therefore, I pro- 
pose, in order to remove all doubt as to the mean- 
ing of the resolution, that it be so modified as to 
provide that the House shall remain in sessi02, 
each day, until four o’clock. 

Mr. COBB. I would suggest to the mover of 
the resolution, that he should insert in it the 
words, ‘*the House shall continue in session 
until four o’clock.”’ 

Mr. SAGE. I have no objection to that sug- 
gestion, and will adopt it. 

Mr. COBB. Then there will be no difference 











in opinion upon the construction. 

r. SAGE. My object being to continue the 
sessions of the House until four o’clock, 
accept the proposed amendment. " 

The CLERK. Does the gentleman from Vir- 
| ginia (Mr. Lercuer] insist upon his amendment: 
| Mr. LETCHER. I do, as the resolution will 
be much more acceptable to me with itthan with- 

out it. 

The CLERK. The resolution has been modi- 

fied since the gentleman offered his amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. Since the amendment has 


